First State Mini Club Newsletter December 2020
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720

PRESIDENTS’ COLUMN
Hello Miniaturists!
Last month’s link to the dollhouse collection of Mon Plaisir got a lot of interest, so I am
repeating the links. Both Marnie and Wanda have visited the museum and seen the
collection. Wanda sent me some fold-out picture cards she brought home from her trip and
she has also written an article about her visit. I have scanned the photos and present some of
them here along with her story:

Wanda also has five extra copies of these fold-out picture cards to give away to the first
five people who contact her about them.
The museum’s website is: https://www.kulturbetrieb-arnstadt.de/en/museum-educationalservice/mon-plaisir.html
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I found a Youtube video that shows nearly 5 minutes of scene after scene of this amazing
entire German village: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hdN_krrYZ0
--WANDA’S AMAZING TRIP TO SEE “MON PLAISIR”
Twenty years ago, I had the good fortune to research Princess Augusta Dorothea’s
miniatures online and found a “Puppentour”(doll tour) going to a German castle museum in
Arnstadt, (in Thuringia, former East Germany), along with a number of other museums and
places of interest in Germany. Most were very much off the beaten track of typical European
tourists.
After pinpointing the tiny town on a map, my husband and I realized that we would have
difficulty getting there unless we took the tour run and accompanied by Mary Lytle (no
relation to our late NAME regional vice president, Bill). Thus began the most amazing
twelve days of miniatures viewing and finding! Although the tour was tailored for
“professional” doll collectors, who are about as fanatical as we are about our scale miniatures,
my husband and I fit right in as we visited doll factories, shops, and displays. The museums
we visited had historic dollhouses that I had only read about in books. The doll collectors
even became entranced by “my” dollhouses, and I learned a lot about fancy German and
French dolls. The other travelers learned that I could carry treasures in my handbag while
they had to ship their “enormous” (to me) doll purchases home! I had only been doing
miniatures about 6 years, and I think it was then that Nick realized that there were many
advantages to my miniature scales!
To add to Angie’s descriptions of the Princess’s treasures, I learned that, pre-Covid, each
year tens of thousands of visitors came to the museum with the princess’s “Mon Plaisir” (my
pleasure, joy, treat, gratification) to see the miniatures as well as porcelain, centuries-old
tapestries and other furnishings. Today, Mon Plaisir is a time-capsule of early 18th century
court life, as well as that of the townspeople. Originally, the Princess just planned to recreate
daily life of the court, but after finishing that, she set out to replicate the town right down to
the chimneysweeps and nuns giving alms to beggars. She finished around 1750, and
apparently was often in debt.
Mon Plaisir is not done in a scale we’re used to; rather, I remember the figures to be about
10” tall, but the fact that everything is miniature and made so long ago is amazing. We were
told that during World War II, the pieces were carefully wrapped and stored in a barn
somewhere in the countryside, but unfortunately not all of it was recovered. There were
about 400 dolls! They and much of the other delicate craftsmanship was done by monks and
nuns since they had experience making figures for Christmas creches, and an Ursuline
convent was located right in Arnstadt. Some handiwork was done by Augusta Dorothea’s
ladies-in-waiting, too.
If ever you have the opportunity, do go see this amazing display and other historic
dollhouses throughout Germany and the Netherlands.
Wanda Simons
--Since it is the Christmas season, I want to share a link or two about Neapolitan Nativity
Scenes, (presepe). According to one of the articles in the following links, St. Francis created
the first Nativity scene with living re-enactors, to educate the illiterate masses about the
miracle of the birth of Jesus. Other communities followed suit and over the years replaced
live action people with carved and dressed figures, some still life-sized and others smaller.
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This first link that I found has some good
close-ups of figures:
http://www.napoliartigianatoartistico.com/en/lalavorazione-artisticoartigianale-del-presepio2/
The second link is a buyer’s guide with some
great photos but, unfortunately, the further links
given at the end of the article either don’t work
or don’t go directly to the nativity scenes:
https://www.italymagazine.com/featuredstory/neapolitan-nativities-buyers-guide
The last link gives a few good photos and
some working links to other Neapolitan
Christmas traditions:
https://www.portanapoli.com/en/naples/nativityscenes/
I have my own nativity scene going up
gradually on my fireplace mantle. I bought more
figures every time we have vacationed in Rome,
but I have made the buildings and trees myself. I am re-reading a mystery novel set in Naples
in the 1930s which features a damaged Nativity as a major clue. The detective questions a
priest about the symbolism of various figures, all of which I found fascinating. I am now
trying to incorporate some of these symbols in my own presepe. Herod’s castle represents
power; the ruins of a temple represents the triumph of Christianity over paganism; a tavern
represents human badness and ego; an oven for the bread of life, plus a vineyard for the Last
Supper; a bridge over a river represents the bridge between life and death; a well that is a
direct access to Hell; and shops represent the months of the year. A later character mentions
the two godfathers, happy Uncle Vicienzo, who represents Carnevale; and sad Uncle Pascale,
who represents Death.
This year I am adding several buildings and plan to create a background in low relief over
the next several Christmas seasons until I have reached Herod’s castle on the mountaintop. (I
haven’t told Ernie explicitly that this is my plan).
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a hope that you will be able to join us for the
December Zoom meeting.
If anyone else has some online dollhouses or any other miniature related websites they
would like to share, please let us know.
Co-president Angie Phillips
•••

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Here is the link for our scheduled Zoom meeting for December.
Topic: First State Mini Club-Lois Weyer 7-9 pm
Time: Dec 17, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
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Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/97720383584?pwd=ZkVrdHc4aXFoWm90S29jZ3JZaEgyQT09
Meeting ID: 977 2038 3584
Passcode: 270156
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,97720383584# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,97720383584# US (New York)
Lois Weyer, Zoom Coordinator

---

DianeAlice Scheuer asked if we could fit this poem in, but she doesn’t know the author:
T'was a month before
Christmas,
And all through the town,
People wore masks,
That covered their frown.
The frown had begun
Way back in the Spring,
When a global pandemic
Changed everything.
They called it corona,
But unlike the beer,
It didn’t bring good times,
It didn’t bring cheer.
Contagious and deadly,
This virus spread fast,
Like a wildfire that starts
When fueled by gas.
Airplanes were grounded,
Travel was banned.
Borders were closed
Across air, sea and land.
As the world entered
lockdown

To flatten the curve,
The economy halted,
And folks lost their verve.
From March to July
We rode the first wave,
People stayed home,
They tried to behave.
When summer emerged
The lockdown was lifted.
But away from caution,
Many folks drifted.
Now it’s November
And cases are spiking,
Wave two has arrived,
Much to our disliking.
Frontline workers,
Doctors and nurses,
Try to save people,
From riding in hearses.
It’s true that this year
Has had sadness a plenty,
We’ll never forget
The year 2020.

And just ‘round the corner
The holiday season,
But why be merry?
Is there even one reason?
To decorate the house
And put up the tree,
When no one will see it,
No one but me.
But outside my window
The snow gently falls,
And I think to myself,
Let’s deck the halls!
So, I gather the ribbon,
The garland and bows,
As I play those old carols,
My happiness grows.
Christmas is not
cancelled
And neither is hope.
If we lean on each other,
I know we can cope.

Thanks for that, Diane.
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•••

NOVEMBER ZOOM MEETING MINUTES
7-9 pm, November 17, 2020
Attending members: Angie Phillips, Marnie King, Wanda Simons, Lois Weyer, Joan Hoyt,
Heather Stirk, Diane DeWalt, and Sandra Graper.
New Business:
Our show is scheduled in the Claymont hotel for March 21st 2021. We will decide in
January to keep that date or chance it to a later date. A lot depends on the distribution of the
Covid vaccine.
At this time, the Lancaster show is scheduled for May 16th 2021.
Business meeting:
This meeting was focused on a Show and Tell, especially the projects we recently received
from Lois from cynthiahoweminiatures.com.
Several of us had finished the projects and a few worked on theirs during the ZOOM call.
Everyone was happy with their kits, however Sharon Nonn had part of her St Nicholas break
in mailing. Sharon was able to glue the parts together so there was no real problem. All of
the finished projects were beautiful.
New Business
Our December meeting is scheduled for December 17th from 7-9 PM. It will also be a
ZOOM meeting. (See the info in ANNOUNCEMENTS)
--If anyone has a burning desire to learn some skill or make something specific, please let
Angie or Wanda know...
Secretary Joan Hoyt

The first photo is Wanda’s 2-step Winter Scene. The 2 cutouts are separated by wood strips.
The 2 wooden scenes are hers from cynthiahoweminiatures.com. The second photo is my 2
Nativity Scenes from the same place.
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OUR PROJECTS:

•••

I asked for submissions of our last year’s book projects, (remember those?), and our
kitchens. Here are mine, the book is my first attempt at lighting and the kitchen is Spanish
themed, you can’t see them but the appliances are all copper. I photographed all my real
plates and hung them on the walls and recreated the design of my real pottery canisters:

I have already posted pictures of my boot with mice, from Wanda’s “Old Woman Who Lives
in a Shoe” project. I would love to have pictures of everyone else’s shoes, either finished or
still in progress.
From Lois Weyer:
“This is a quarter scale kit scene from True2Scale
that I made recently. The cat has knocked one of the
butterfly displays off the chest. I had bought it in the
summer for my birthday and just finished it last month.”
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Wanda sent photos of her Nuremburg Kitchen with the comment: “When I realized that I
had made almost everything (except obvious metal, ceramic/glass accessories)from scratch, I
decided to take out baskets, vegetables and fruit, etc. to do that myself, too. It hasn't had
priority in my life yet. But it WILL get done this winter.”

Joan has offered some photos of her quarantine
projects. “The 1st picture is a library made in an
Altoids tin that was a project in Miniature Gazette.
My book project is a fishing shack. The others are
my kitchen scene. It is a log cabin kitchen set in the
time of the western prairie expansion.”
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--Thanks
Angie
aephllps@atlanticbb.net
Remember:
“Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures”

Happy Miniaturing!
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