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First State Mini Club Newsletter---May  2016 

 
 

May 2016  MEETING DATE is Thursday,  May  19,  at 7 PM 
at the New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle DE 19720 

 
Program this month:   

 Garden Trellis---finish them!  Bring yours back! Thank you, Bonnie and Susan, 
for being so flexible in handling this program! 

 Silent Auction---bring items for sale and bid while working on your trellis. The 
bidding will end at 8:30!  Bring lots of change! 

Bio and volunteer hours –please complete in the notebook on front table. These  
       hours get reported to NAME and this report helps with grants for non-profit  
       organizations; the more volunteer hours the more is obtained from the grant.    
       State Rep, Marnie King  
Hospitality: 

 Be sure to bring the item you signed up for! This is a party day! If you are not 
listed below, bring something! Yes, Susan, you signed up for 2 things…you  can 
pick just one!!! 

 Appetizers : George Hoffman (sausage and peppers), Marnie King (meatballs), 
Joan Hoyt, Pat Deverell, Angie Phillips, Ruth Levin, Susan Ross, Grace (nuts), 
Rose Gambacorta (mini sandwiches) 

 Salad: Kitch Sproat, Wanda Simons, Diane Scheuer,  

 Dessert: Leslie Shaffner, Mary Ellen Raun, Connie Gorman, Lois Weyer, Marian 
Hogan, Bonnie Kincaid, Debbie Kostyk, Susan Ross 

Show-‘n-Tell---bring your minis to share! And fill in the Show ‘n Tell forms or bring a slip 
with your name and item with details (include the  maker or inspiration). 

 Check the Show ‘n Tell Tables…the Board will have samples of:  
Next year’s project : you need to sign up for one kit but you can enter both! 

 Tiny House prototypes by Bonnie and Diane. Tiny House will be 8 ½” wide x 12” 
long. Overall height must stay under 10 ½” when unit is closed. 

 Foyer  by Angie Phillips-)--a 10x10x10 space (with base, height cannot exceed 
10 ½”) 

Some monthly program plans:  

 Paper-clay (for roof, stone walls, bricks, building facades, fountains in foyer or 
around tiny house!) 

 Faux Marbeling/granite (for pillars, table tops, tiny house sink counter…) 

 Vines ( to give a cottage look) 

 Christmas Ornaments for Hospice 

 Please suggest other ideas! 
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CALENDAR of Mini Events coming up…ask around…there may be carpools 
going.  Also check  M-1 and E-1 Newsletter, available at NAME website. 

 May 21…Circus NAME 2017 fundraiser in Westminster…a fun day from 11-3 at Bullock’s 
Restaurant, 2020 Sykesville rd, Westminster MD, 21157, with fried chicken buffet and minis!  
Reserve with Romaine Eyler, former NAME Regional Coordinator, at 550 E. Nicodemus Rd, 
Westminster MD 21157   romaineeyler@gmail.com  See Marnie, who can arrange a road trip! It is 
90 miles away with a hospitable group of mini makers who help our show. Marnie and Grace are 
going. Call me immediately…deadline is May 16

th
. Chance to win Arlington NAME Registration! 

 June 4+5, 2016—Sturbridge MA Mini Festival—see www.mollycromwell.com  or email her at  
mollycromwell@aol.com  

 July 10, Sunday, Lehigh Valley Small on Scale-- 10-4pm at Holiday Inn, 7736 Adrienne Dr, 
Breinigsville PA, 18031   www.lehighvalleyminiatures.com 

 July 21-24, 2016 – 2016 NAME National Convention, “Welcome to My Garden,” Seattle, WA  
 August 6-7, 2016—IGMA  Guild Show at the Marriott at Glenpointe, Teaneck NJ 

 September 16-18, 2016 - NAME SmallScales Regional, “Gals,Gangsters&Gatsby” Greenville,SC  

 Dec 17…E-1 Holiday Party at Bullock’s Restaurant in Westminster…we are invited if we 
register! 

 2016 Fall —NAME Regional--Sleepy Hollow/ Tarrytown NY ~”Halloween”  will be in Scranton due 
to hotel accommodations…see NAME website…ask Wanda 

 March 26, 2017…FSMC Show 

 March 23-26, 2017 – Houseparty in Sacramento, CA, “ABC’s of Miniatures” A NAME Regional in 
1” +  ¼” 

 July 27-30, 2017 – NAME National Convention in the Mid-Atlantic – “Come to the Circus!” Hilton 
Alexandria Mark Center Hotel, 5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA  

 October 2017 – Tarrytown, NY Houseparty, “Legends of Sleepy Hollow”  

 Spring 2018 – Louisville, KY Houseparty, “Jockeys and Juleps”  

 July 2018 – NAME National Convention, “Sweet Tea & Sunshine - a Southern Celebration” - 
Embassy Suites, Charleston SC  

 September 2018 – Honolulu, HI Houseparty, “My Hawaiian Souvenirs”  

 November 15-18, 2018 – Online Houseparty, “Around the World in 8 Days” 
 

DUES are Due…NOW                                                     Angie Phillips 
Members need to pay for both NAME and FSMC,  (check made out  to 

ñFSMCò ) to Angie Phillips.  You will need to pay $15/adult for FSMC and $40 

for NAME.   See her for Family rates.  We must get our NAME dues in this 

month since prices go up to $45/year this June 1.  If not paid at May meeting, you 

will need to send in to national on your own, and pay the additional $5. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS  for the rest of the summer: 
June:  Joan Hoyt…June 9 
           Mary Ellen Raun…June 14 
July:   Grace Hayford…July 19 
           Susan Ross….July 26 
August:  Lois Weyer…Aug 31 

  
 
Happy Birthday!!   
 
Enjoy your special day!   
 

And Many Mini more! 

mailto:romaineeyler@gmail.com
http://www.mollycromwell.com/
mailto:mollycromwell@aol.com
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FACEBOOK                                                                                              Deb Kostyk 
Please send me pictures of our mini world to put on Facebook. Check out our page! 
 

 
LEADERSHIP      The President will be handled by Wanda Simons and Connie Gorman. The rest 

will continue to serve. Any help you can offer would be appreciated. If you join the board, you never 

know what you will see. This month, at Lois Weyerôs, we saw these lovely hand painted eggs, made by 

her husband, Gordon. And he even gave each of us one! Thank you, Lois, for a lovely tour and lunch and 

Gordon for the eggs and deviled eggs. 

 

 
 
 

 
SUNSHINE                                                   DianeAlice Scheuer 
          
Good news this month.   My new knee is performing at approx 96%.   Stairs are still a bit of a 
challenge but we’ve decided that there is really no need to install escalators.  : )   
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OUTREACH                                                                                          Marnie King  

  
Iron Hill Museum    Archaeology and Heritage Day, theme “Tools of the Trade” held Sunday 
May 1 was a rainy wet cold event but Marnie and Bonnie survived. Don and Dolly Windsor, 
former FSMC members now living at Cokesbury, also participated, sharing caning of chairs. 
Thank you to Bonnie Kincaid for helping at the miniature exhibit. 

 

 
New Sweden Centre  held “SpringFest,” with Kalmar Nyckel Foundation and other Swedish 

groups, April 17, 2017  on a glorious sunny warm Sunday.  Events and vendors blended history 
and hands-on activities, tours of the Kalmar Nyckel ship and new museum, food, and our group!   
Thank you, BonnIe Kincaid and the Hoffmans, for help with FSMC table, while I represented 
Iron Hill Museum as well. Joan Hoyt’s jewelry was next door and this allowed us all to take turns 
sharing both our table management and wandering… even riding the River Taxi free! Here are 
reenactors using my $7 matchlock muskets!  Got to use all my mini tools and made over 3 
quarts of sawdust!! 
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From left to right, at Fort Christina near Old Swedes Church, here is Goren Lirvall the Swedish 
representative from the Swedish Embassy, Ingrid McAllister president of the Swedish Colonial 
Society, the Governor Printz re-enactor wearing Joan Hoyt’s regalia that she sewed and 
carrying George’s carving of the Royal Standard and  George Hoffman, who is receiving a 
declaration from the Embassy for his carving. Here you see our miniaturists are also doing full 
scale things! Lucille sang the national anthem…Thank you all, for your talents, for sharing and 
for your participation. I owe you! 

Window Shopping….last month photos were included of all windows entered.  Here is Debbie 

Kostykôs, which she didnôt get finished for the show.  She copied actual art work done by a friend who 

lost her battle with cancer. A lovely tribute to her good friend. Thank you , Debbie, for bringing it.  Better 

late than not at allé. 
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Project for Next Year 
Since voting for Tiny Houses and the Entry Way/Foyer was voted on 
and split TWICE, the board had gotten committees for BOTH themes. 

Yes, you can do both. Everyone must sign up for one kit and if you do both, you will need to 
make the second from scratch. We have decorator supplies in kits,  including some building 
goodies: siding, roofing, railing, small windows… selected from our gigantic show yard sale.  We 
will have a drawing for bags of different components since all of our tiny houses and/or foyers 
will be different. 

Tiny Houses  Sign up this meeting. The project will be coordinated by Bonnie Kincaid, 

Marnie King and Susan Ross.  

 Since there are wooden wheels in ¾”,  1” and 1 ¼ ” at AC Moore or Michaels for under $3, 
we will cut the flatbed from gator board and add the wheels as a base kit.  Don’t forget…I 
also have toilets in 1” scale that look like they are for camping!! 

 This is a scene that none of us have seen at shows, conventions or in magazines… so, we 
hope you are up for the challenge.  It can be as elegant, modern or rustic as you can dream.  

 We realize some of us are mainly kit builders, decorators or collectors and are intimidated 
by the idea of scratch building. This year we propose teaching those scratch building 
elements ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΧ….So, save thin cardboard from cereal boxes, shirt gift boxes, 
folders, etc. We will show how to cut and tape up a mock-up of your idea.  You can use 
foam-core or mat-board or wood. One meeting will be devoted to learning to paint faux 
marble or granite counters, (or table top), since these travelers might decorate in style. 

 The last 2 newsletters have had photos with more ideas  for your  creative thoughts!  Sizes 
in 1”/12’ would have to be 8.5” wide and 10 ½ ” high (to accommodate those low library 
bridges, errr shelves).  Length to be determined by the group but around 12”.  

 Who is ready for a mini camp-out convention? 

 Check out Lois Weyer’s Lego VW van….could be considered the Tiny House of the 60s! 
 

 



  

 
First State Mini Club Newsletter………                 May 19, 2016….                                             P a g e  | 7 

The Foyer --Sign up this month. The project will be chaired by Angie Phillips.  
  
If you want the kit for the foyer, sign up with Angie this month so she can order the 3 walls from 
Harbor Sales. There will not be windows or doors cut ahead. It will measure 10” x 10” x 10”. We 
will teach how to do the cutting of windows/doors in gatorboard in September.  Here are her 
prototypes. 
 

   
 

2016-7  Monthly Programs---tentative 
 
May 

 Receive one clear ornament for holidays…for you to make for yourself over summer 

 Select kit of building materials for your yearly project (by lottery) 

 Sign up for kit (Tiny House or Foyer) 

September 

 Receive kit for Tiny House or Foyer, learn assembly methods, plan openings for next 
month cuttings 

 Receive another clear ornament with 2” opening to decorate for Hospice (need to have 
returned at October Meeting. Hospice will sell off a 4’ tree. Aslo tiny doll house trees if 
supplies are available. 

October 
 Return Ornaments or small trees for Hospice 

 Project: Learn how to cut gatorboard, use power saws (Diane, Angie) 

 Project:  How to make vines  (wire, paint + dry Durhams putty, leaf punches, web and 
foam… bring your papers if you desire) 

November 
 Project: Paper clay use for walls, stone/ brick flooring/ patios. 

 



  

 
First State Mini Club Newsletter………                 May 19, 2016….                                             P a g e  | 8 

December 
 Party ! 

 Project: piping white icing on cookies, cakes, gingerbread or for ice sickles. Cakes in all 
scales with circle punches, foam sheets, nail art components…just wait! Your little 
people will party, too! 

January 
 Project: Granite and marbleizing…on a table, on 3” columns, on your tiny house 

counter…will have stone from blues, greens, grays and golds…bring your table/counter; 
will provide columns 

 Address post cards for show 

February 
 Totebag items for NAME 2017 in Arlington…”Come to the Circus”.  We have  

some circus posters based on the US stamps to frame with red flat toothpicks.   
 
We are still accepting ideas for the rest of the year. Door prizes to make, help with the 
Houseparty Helper. 
 

NAME DAY 2016  will be bunk beds. Wanda will order them for herself and grand 

daughter Claire (a new NAME member!). Please let Wanda know that you want to order with 
her.Orders will be over the summer.  Check your Gazette for prices and pictures.  The club will 
not be running a group event this year. 

 

Circus Bedroom…chaired by Bonnie and Susan…Kits to make furniture will be 

coming. Please look for toys or other circus items for a child’s room, 1” scale.  Since the 
committee is from Westminster for the Arlington show, we want to contribute. 
 

Officers of FSMC:___                   *=Voting Board Positions  

*Presidents                   Wanda Simons and Connie Gorman 
 
Marnie King will be NAME contact 

Publicity: Wanda Simons (mini mags); Marnie King (M-1 /E-1 clubs NAME 

and Newsletters); Lois Weyer (News Journal, regional posts); Deb Kostyk 
(Town talk, etc) 

*Past President                    Wanda Simons/Debbie Kostyk *Hospitality:                Rose Gambacorta and Connie Gorman 

*VP/Membership (2017)                                  Angie Phillips *Program Coordinator:________                

*Secretary (2017):                                                Marnie King Program (Yearly)                                             Marnie  and Angie 

*Treasurer (2016):                                                 Lois Weyer Program (Monthly): _________                                    (Board) 

*Show Chair:                                                           Lois Weyer Webmaster:   (we have a contract with her for Webmaster but she is not 

a member)                                                           Deb Mackie 

Show Hotel Liaison:                                               Lois Weyer *Newsletter:                                                              Marnie King 

Show Dealers:                                                         Lois Weyer *Outreach:                                                                  Marnie King 

Show Exhibits:                                                       Marnie King Nametags:                                                            Connie Gorman 

Show Club Table;  *Estate/sales:                   Diane Scheuer Sunshine:                                                                 Diane Scheuer 

Show Grab Bags:        Rose Gambacorta & Connie Gorman  Club Property Storage:                                       Connie Gorman 

NAME DE State Rep                                              Marnie King Phone List:                                                                  Marnie King 
 

 
See you at the meeting!  Send me photos and information to share in this newsletter over the 
summer !     Marnie 


