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First State Mini Club Newsletter May 2021 
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720 

 
PRESIDENTS’ COLUMN 
 

Hello Miniaturists! 
     We have a lot of input for the newsletter this month, so I am going to keep my letter short.  
Hope everyone is staying well.  Get your vaccinations so we can all enjoy our show this 
summer and our resumption of in-person meetings in September. 

Co-presidents Marnie King and Angie Phillips 
 

••• 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
      

     Here is the link for our scheduled Zoom meeting for May 20th. 
Topic: First State Mini Club-Lois Weyer 7-9 pm 
Time: May 20th, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
 Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96067330256?pwd=WGdWekMxOWpORTBydjI3MmYvVjFCZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 960 6733 0256 
Passcode: 344810 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,94706377563# US (Washington DC) 
+13126266799,,94706377563# US (Chicago) 
 

*    Kim Ash from NAME let us know about why we had some trouble with our connection 
last meeting:  “One thing that I found with a club the other day is that someone logged on 
early and no one was there so they logged off and instead of selecting leave the meeting they 
ended the meeting which meant that it closed out the meeting all together.  So I had to go in 
and log in as admin to get it reinstated because she did that.” 
 

Lois Weyer, Zoom Coordinator 
--- 

Grace Hayford's Miniature Collection 
Debbie Kostyk asks that we all take a look at the page she set up, to see if there is anything 
you would like for her to put aside for you.  Please email her at debkostyk@gmail.com about 
pricing. 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=grace%20hayford%27s%20miniature%20collection 
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August 29, 2021 - Wilmington, Delaware 
The First State Mini Club plans on holding its 2021 Show and Sale on Sunday, August 29, 
from 10AM-4PM at the Crowne Plaza Wilmington North, 630 Naamans Road (off-I-95), 
Claymont, Delaware 19703.  Quality vendors and artisans, free parking, tax-free, door prizes, 
exhibits, grab bags, and yard sale.  Admission of $5 for adults and $2 for children, exact 
change requested. Masks and distancing may be required.  Contact Lois Weyer 
at firststateminiclub@gmail.com.  610-274-8558 (landline) or text to 610-368-
4038.  Access www.firststateminiclub.org for updates. 

••• 
APRIL ZOOM MEETING MINUTES 
7-9 pm, March 15, 2021 
Attending members:  Co-Presidents Angie Phillips and Marnie King, Past President Wanda 
Simons, Treasurer Lois Weyer, Secretary Joan Hoyt, Angela Hunt, Sarah Chrisanthon, 
Gabrielle Marlow, and Jane Bailey 
New business: 
     Lois showed us the house given to the club by Grace’s family, it is the Fantasy Island 
House.  She is going to fix up the house and give it the loving care it needs.  It will be sold 
with the funds going to our club.   The house is currently not electrified, and Lois is trying to 
decide what to change in it.  If it is going to be sold for a child, then she will not put in 
electricity.  If it will go to a collector, then we will get more for the house if it is electrified and 
lighted.  The next question is what to charge.  The kit, unbuilt, goes for $90.  Joan suggested 
that a lot of adult collectors do not want to build the house so it should be electrified, and 
charge around $350-$400 for the finished product. 
     Lois had another house donated to her to be fixed up and sold, with the money to be 
donated to the food bank.  The donor will match the amount given to the food bank. 
     Lois also updated us on the August Show and Sale.  There are 23 tables committed so far 
and another 3-5 vendors sending in checks.  The hours will be 10 AM to 4 PM.  We decided 
to keep the Display Room separate from the Sales Room to ensure that we are complying 
with the DE state COVID restrictions for numbers of people gathered in each room.  For this 
show, the Display will be miniatures from our own club only.  The Garage sale will be in the 
hallway.   
     Lois reminded us all that NAME dues are being collected for this year.  She will be 
sending one check to NAME for the members of the club.   
     Lois also stated that she likes the ZOOM meetings and would like to consider doing them 
for the January and February meetings.  This would really help with driving in the snow and 
ice.  Her comment was met with enthusiasm. 
New Members: 
    Since we had several new members at the meeting, each of the existing members introduced 
ourselves.  The newcomers also introduced themselves; a synopsis follows. 
     Angela – Joined the club in January.  She worked on miniatures in high school then had 
to take a break until about 6 years ago.  Angela likes making houses as gifts for others or as a 
donation. 
     Gabrielle – Joined the club in April.  She is new to miniatures and loves working with 
polymer clay. 
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     Jane – Joined the club in January.  She started with miniatures in the ‘80s, then had to 
stop for life to happen.   Now she is getting back into miniatures and enjoys making room box 
displays such as diners, beauty shop, even a Doggie Boutique.  Jane is currently working on 
Mary Tylor Moore’s apartment, not a kit but from scratch. 
     Sara - Joined in April.  She is from Downingtown PA.  Her first house was the Kennedy 
House.  Sara has loved doll houses since childhood.  As many of us have done, she took a 
break from miniatures and is now getting back into it. 
Note from Secretary:  We should all be thinking about the club project for 2021 (displayed at 
the 2022 Show and Sale. 

Secretary Joan Hoyt 
••• 

BIRTHDAYS for May: 
     Happy Birthday to Heather Stirk. 

••• 
OUR PROJECTS: 
Joan Hoyt’s General Store: 

     During the last few weeks, I have been working on a General 
Store that my Mom and Dad started before my Dad’s death.  After 
his death Mom lost interest in the project, and I recently brought it to 
my house to finish. 
     Dad made the display box 
with a sliding plexiglass front 
wall.  A large shelving unit 

filled with cans and boxes of food, and a few other 
items, was all that there was in the store.  I had 
wanted to create a 1950’s store and have been 
collecting many pieces (large and small) to fill it. 
     Working on my parent’s display was a great.  
I decided to light the store using strip LCD lights, 
hidden behind the ceiling beams that I added.  This 
would eliminate the need to put in several lights and I have found that the strip LCD lights 
are very dependable and easy to install.  By making the ceiling a light color, the beams would 
show up very nicely.  I put in a red oak floor and a light green wall paper that looks like old 
plaster (cracks and all). 
     Using a Reallife Minatare store kit I won at 
the NAME convention in Alexandria, I made 
two counters and a US Mail station.  The short 
counter holds the cash register, candy sticks, 
and other counter items.  A longer counter 
holds the Post Office box and a Coats and 
Clarks Thread cabinet.  As you can see, the 
counters are very detailed and took a lot of 
patience, especially waiting for glue to dry.     I 
used an American Chestnut stain and an 
antiquing glaze to age the wood.   
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     I also made a display unit from a kit purchased at 
Miniaturia a few years ago.  I painted it a cream color and I 
am using this to display fabric and sewing goods.   
     I took the shelving 
unit my parents 
bought, an inexpensive 
pine piece, and painted 
the interior a dark teal.  
On the exterior I used 

the antiquing glaze to darken the wood.  These shelves 
display a wide variety of dry goods, a collection of 
hardware tools and cooking items.  And it wouldn’t be a 
general store without a collection of toys for the kids, 
including a doll house.  The pull toys were kits I 
purchased from the same Convention in Alexandria.  On the shelves are mugs labeled Ray 
and Lydia, my parents’ names, to honor the beginnings of the display. 

--- 
 

Jane Bailey’s Pub: 
     I’m sending along a photo of my most recent completed project ...well, is any project ever 
really completed??  It’s “Bailey’s Pub”. 
     Like most miniaturists, I have collected many items over the years for future projects that 
were never started. I looked through my stash and found the pieces of this room box. I 
decided to make it into a pub. Some of the pub’s items were purchased online. The pub tables 
I made with wood discs and barrels. The stools are made with wooden posts and smaller discs. 
The stools for the chess table are made with wine corks (of which I have plenty...don’t judge 
me). I wanted to add a pool table but ran out of room. 
     I recently began purchasing people for my projects. The ”people problem” with the pub is I 
can’t find enough figurines who are sitting down! 

 
     Side note to my pub 
info/photo that I 
previously sent you. Sue 
Serio of “Good Day 
Philadelphia” just 
showed it on the show in 
her “What Ya Makin’?” 
segment. She also 
showed my laundry 
room in a detergent 
bottle in February. Sue 
asks viewers on 
Facebook what crafts 
they are making during 

their downtime of the pandemic. I missed seeing my projects on TV both times. Next time I’ll 
set the DVR! 
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     Here is the link to the segment on “Good Day Philadelphia” that featured my pub. I’m at 
the end. 
https://www.fox29.com/video/926001 
     If you’re on Facebook, follow Sue Serio.  About once a month she will post “What Ya 
Making?” She wants to see what crafts people are doing during the pandemic while shut in 
their homes. Reply to Sue in the comments with a photo of your project and a short 
description/ info about it. Sue selects a few and shows them on Good Day Philadelphia the 
next day, the 9:00 hour, I think. She seems to be interested in the miniatures since this is the 
second project of mine she’s selected to show. I’m sure she would love to see some of our other 
members’ work, which are far more impressive than mine. 
Mini thanks, 
Jane Bailey 

 --- 
Lois Weyer’s house rehab: 
     Here is how the staircase turned out in the house I've been rehabbing.  It was very difficult 
to get it so that it fit and it stayed in one piece.  It also needed railings around the opening in 
the next floor. 
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--- 
Diane Scheuer:  
“Funny how things work out.....” 
      A few years ago there was an e-mail request from a NAME member asking if anyone had 
any information regarding a bar of Ivory Soap.  Not ANY bar of soap  - this one had become 
a kitchen sink.  Someone did have a theory, leading me to contact the Senior Marketing 
Operations Specialist at Proctor and Gamble. 
     Bingo!!  Seems like from 1924 to 1961, P&G sponsored a National Ivory Soap Sculpture 
Contest.  There were even Sculptor Kits available.  Who knew? 
     I was able to acquire this article but it came with only three legs.  After making a new base, 
I began scouring newspaper ads for P&G products.  What fun!  I used real toilet paper 
wrapped around dowels for the Charmin and Bounty paper towels, and covered other bottles 
of different shapes with found labels from their ads.  Then I made the display, even placing a 
mirror under the sink so one can see the words “Proctor and Gamble”.  Trust me, it’s there. 
     On our next trip to Michigan, I gave the display to the Senior Marketing Operations 
Specialist – who just happens to be my sister-in-law.  I love surprises!! 
     I had set it up on the kitchen counter after all had retired for the night.  She sent pictures 
to everyone at Proctor and Gamble when she found it and she truly treasures it.    
     The display is 5” inches high,  maybe 6”wide and maybe 3”deep – under a plexiglass cover 
to keep it dust free. 
 

         
 

 
--- 

BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY 
     Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of or is looking for something,  
contact Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net 
Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net 
or Joan, 302-379-1094, joanhoyt@verizon.net  
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before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter.  Include your email and phone number with a 
picture or description. 
   I myself would like to have a pair of ruby slippers or some other Wizard of Oz items. 
Thanks everyone, 
Angie 
 
Remember: 
“Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures” 

Happy Miniaturing! 


