First State Mini Club Newsletter November 2022
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Hello Miniaturists,
Philadelphia Miniaturia has come and gone
and I hope everyone had a good time, bought all
the goodies they could carry home, and enjoyed

their classes, (so you can teach the rest of us). I
found some furniture kits I need for my blue Italian
room that I intend to create after my 50’s project, (you
know, the one I haven’t started yet), is completed. I
didn’t find the fabric I wanted but have turned up
some interesting research on dyeing and print
transferring that could be useful. If it works, it could
be a meeting demo in the future. Lois has some
experience in that sort of thing from her Girl Scout
projects, that we also might want to learn.
We have a Club Trip coming this weekend to the
Fingertip Fantasies Shop in Clayton, thanks to the
organizational efforts of Jane, our Program Chair. I
just looked at the website and I have to say that the
Natasha Decoupage sets look VERY tempting! I can’t make it myself due to a family Zoom meeting, so
someone tell me if they look as good as they do on the website.
Next, we have the Festival of Trees coming up in November. Wanda and I have 6 boxes of
ornaments and trees to deliver. Thanks to all our members who contributed to the club’s donation.
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Lois has paid for our next two meetings at the New Castle Senior Center, and we will be having Zoom
meetings in January and February. She has compiled a report on the survey taken at the last meeting, and
the results in brief are as follows:
“Of the 14 people who voted, 10 wanted to remain at the New Castle Senior Center. Reasons cited
included lighting, parking, and less traffic. For the party question, 11 of the respondents expected to attend
on December 15th. Most specified meeting at the Senior Center.”
Our November meeting will be on the 17th at 7pm at the New Castle Senior Center.
Angie Phillips, President
•••

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"The time has come, the Walrus said... to talk of many things..
of shoes and ships and sealing wax ...of cabbages and kings...."
Yes, the time HAS come for this 'walrus' to resign from the position of "Donations" and "Estates" as of this
written notice. The knees and back are no longer able to withstand the rigors of the job. The hauling,
bagging, pricing, hauling again and then storing the unsold items have taken their toll.
Hopefully, a member will step up and take over - before another phone call comes in from someone wishing
to donate their treasures to FSMC. Truthfully, our sale in Claymont should alleviate the workload involved
- if we should continue having this sale.
The position of overseeing the sales tables is also up for grabs after our 2023 show in March.
I will still be handling the Sunshine portion of the job so please continue to notify me if any member
needs a card for any reason.
DianeAlice Scheuer
Someone please volunteer to take over this very important position from Diane, who has more than earned
the right to rest from her labors in behalf of the club. The Donations and Estates are a crucial part of our
Outreach to the general public. I know it’s a lot of work, having helped (many others) with the disposition
of Marnie’s miniatures. Please, let there be some club member or members who are willing to step up.
Actually, I don’t see why the position can’t be filled by a team instead of an individual.
Angie
--November Program: Diana
DeWalt and Marion Hogan will
demonstrate the skills they learned
at the ¼” Debbie Young class they
attended at Miniaturia, (the
Victorian house is the result of
their class). Debbie and her
husband are in the photo above
with Diana and Marion.
--New club member Jill Kyle-Keith
of Beale Street Puppets along with
her husband sold her mini
treasures at Miniaturia, held on
November 4, 5, and 6, in Cherry Hill, NJ. Jill will be giving a program
on miniature puppet stages at our November meeting.
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--Our club field trip to Fingertip Fantasies is set for Saturday, November 12. Shop owner Alice DeVore
asks that we plan to arrive at 10:30am. That will give her time to open her shop and get situated. She will
show and explain her displays and answer questions regarding types of glue and paint to use on different
surfaces. She will have a friend help her manage our group. You know we can get pretty wild! LOL! The
address is 401 Main St, Clayton, DE. There is only street parking so if you can, plan to carpool with a
member who lives close to you. (There are 16 of us going).
We have lunch reservations at Sheridan’s Irish Pub at 1:00pm. Their address is 44 W Commerce St,
Smyrna, DE. According to Angela it’s only 5 minutes from the mini shop.
I look forward to seeing you then!
Jane Bailey, Project Chair
•••

STATE REP RAMBLINGS....

LAST MEETING -- It was such a delight to have a large and energetic group of FSMC members at our
first meeting of the fall in our "regular" quarters. The ample parking, building accessibility, tables and chairs
set up for us, and good lighting all reminded us of the convenience of the New Castle Senior Center, even
though for some of us, it's an inconvenient drive to get there.
I note that even our mini lives are full of trade-offs and compromises. And the little survey of those
present showed overwhelming affirmation for continuing our meetings there despite the financial cost to the
club. As I think about it, our room fee is helping the Senior Center provide its vital programming for
Seniors, just as it would if we were donating the money, only we are receiving a valuable return benefiting
our club.
And many, mini thanks to Angela Hunt for leading us in a mini, pumpkin-carving adventure on
newspaper with the help of well-stocked tool boxes for each table.
WARM WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS! -- our September’s new member, Mary Maxwell, was with us
in New Castle getting better acquainted with us and our projects, and prospective member Jill Kyle-Keith
from Maryland joined on the spot in October. She and her non-miniaturist-crafter friend who drove up
from Bowie completed their pumpkin projects and were delighted with them and the club. Jill promised to
lead a project for us soon. (She is a puppeteer and was going to teach a class at the 2022 Miniaturia! Maybe
some of you saw her there).
THIS STATE REP WAS SAD TO MISS MINIATURIA while trying to "recharge her own batteries at
home," but FSMC was well represented by Diana DeWalt and Marion Hogan who took an intensive,
quarter-scale, 4-day class and Leslie Schaffner, Mary Ellen Raun, Connie Gorman, Diane Scheuer, Deb
Contravo, Angie Phillips and Jane Bailey who were there, too. If I missed anyone, please let us know. If
any of you would like to bring something for show and tell, please do.
IF YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC REQUEST FOR AN ITEM OR SCALE from Marnie's stash of goodies,
please let me know immediately, as several people have indicated their needs, and in some cases I have been
able to find their desired object(s) in what I have in Newark.
Again Marnie's books have been sorted by category and were sold for bargain prices of $1 hardbacks and
50 cent paperbacks. I WILL BRING ANY CATEGORY TO THE NOVEMBER MEETING or arrange
for you to come see them at my home, if you are interested in - - HOW- TOs, GENERAL DOLLHOUSE
INFORMATION, MUSEUMS, FAMOUS DOLLHOUSES, FIMO, FASHION, NEEDLEWORK and
"INSCRIBED AND SIGNED."
PLEASE NOTE, I CAN KEEP A FEW OF THE "BEST BOOKS " to sell at our show, but cannot
keep the rest at my house after December 10th they will either go to a book dealer, library, schools, or some
other good home.
Happy Miniaturing as we move toward the holidays!
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If anyone still has a partially finished tree ornament for Festival of Trees, AND CAN PUT LAST
TOUCHES ON IT BY MONDAY, PLEASE GET IT TO ANGIE OR WANDA so it can be tagged and
priced before set up Thursday daytime. Yes, same day as our meeting, as always.
Wanda Simons, State Rep to NAME
•••

OUTREACH
The October 11th Girl Scout workshop went very
well. The girls were quite interested in our hobby and
asked many questions. They were particularly curious
about how things were done in the exhibits I brought,

including egg carton stonework and plastic sheeting water pouring into a tub. I could hear the wheels
turning in their heads about how they were going to add to their camp scenes and create other projects at
home. On November 11th, I'll be working with another troop, this time to create fairy gardens.
Lois Weyer
•••

MEETING MINUTES OCTOBER 20th, 2022

Attending members: Joan Hoyt, Jane Bailey, Sara Chrisanthon, Debbie Contravo, Diana DeWalt, Connie
Gorman, Marion Hogan, Angela Hunt, Deb Kostyk, Gabrielle Marlow, Mary Maxwell, Sharon Nonn,
Mary Ellen Raun, DianeAlice Scheuer, Leslie Shaffner, Caroline Schwartz, Wanda Simons, Lois Weyer,
and our New Member Jill Kyle-Keith and her guest Christine Anderson
7:00-7:30 pm.: Individual introductions of new potential member and sharing free miniature items.
Business meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 by Wanda Simons, State NAME Representative, past president,
who was filling in for our president Angie Phillips. She introduced potential new member, Jill and her
friend Christine, who are visiting from Bowie, MD.
Wanda brought up the September meeting minutes for approval. Wanda had suggestions for changing of
terminology in the minutes. She said, “We are not making souvenirs. They are made by artisans who get
paid for them and they are worth a lot. We will be making inexpensive tote bag favors.”
Jane moved to approve minutes with that change, Joan seconded the motion. The motion was passed by
the members.
Wanda handed out an agenda and pointed out announcements at the bottom.
Ornaments that members made for donation to the Delaware Hospice Festival of Trees were collected.
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Philadelphia Miniaturia: 4th, 5th, and 6th of November at the DoubleTree Hotel in Cherry Hill. Details
can be found at www.PhiladelphiaMiniaturia.com. Wanda asked if we want to exhibit as a club at
Philadelphia Miniaturia, and there was very little interest, so we will not be exhibiting this year.
Program
Angela Hunt demonstrated seasonal pumpkins/Jack-o-lanterns. Members worked on the program
during the meeting.
New Business
Lois Weyer, Treasurer’s Report:
Only 4 vendors have signed-up for our March show. She asked if anyone going to Philadelphia
Miniaturia would take our show postcards to vendors and talk to them about coming to our show.
The cost to vendors for our show is $150 for a table, or $275 for a double table.
Lois said it is early still, but we usually do have more by now. The contracts are on our website. Those
already signed up are on our website too. We did find some new, interested vendors at the Lancaster show,
but none of them have signed up yet. Five years ago, we had 50 dealers, then recently “30-something” (even
before COVID). The dealers are paying for the hotel. Otherwise, we could have the show at a gym, but
that is not the same kind of show.
Some of Marnie’s items have not been selling on the virtual sale. Lois will sell them today or give them to
Karen to auction for us. Angie will have an open house of items she has from Marnie’s estate. She and other
members are pricing the items.
It was brought up that some dealers are concerned when we sell items in new packaging at reduced
prices. Some things we can sell at our show, but other items we will sell at other times/places so as to be
aware of their concerns about this. There was more conversation about this topic and Wanda suggested the
conversation could be moved to another time.
Jane Bailey, Program Chair’s Report:
Reporting on the new scholarship program: The program is ready to launch. The board approved the
concept. The committee, Jane, Leslie, and Lois, came up with the mission statement, parameters, and the
application. The club will reimburse a member for registration fees for a workshop or class. Lodging, meals,
and materials will not be covered. An individual can apply once a year. The committee asks that
participants come back and report what they learn, then they will be reimbursed. The scholarships are not
based on financial need. They are to encourage members to take part in classes and workshops. Future
plans are to include information in our monthly newsletter about available classes and workshops. The
program is just starting, and changes can be made as needed. There was some discussion about carrying
over unused funds and possibly offering a program on what was learned. Jane thanked Leslie and Lois for
participating on the committee.
Jane asked members what type of demo they want to see on the November 12th field trip to Fingertip
Fantasies. Lighting was suggested. We will be meeting for lunch, after our visit to the shop, at Sheridan’s
Irish Pub in Smyrna.
New member:
Jill Kyle-Keith introduced herself.
I am from Baltimore where my company is located. I will be selling at the Philadelphia show. I have been a collector for
55 years. My dad started me early! I’ve always collected in secret. I have sold on eBay--antique dolls, and now dollhouse
items. I sold in London the past 2 years.
I will be giving a workshop on miniature puppet stages. I am a puppeteer. My business is Beale Street Puppets. On Etsy
- Marionette Jilly Art. On eBay - Marionette Jilly.
Jill agreed to offer the program at our November 17th meeting.
Angela Hunt provided more details about tonight’s program:
Mini pumpkins – Dollar Tree items.
Pumpkin insides - Cotton balls painted orange and sesame seeds for pumpkin seeds.
Members worked on the program and chatted for the remainder of the meeting.
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Bonnie Kincaid said goodbye. This is her last meeting with the club.
Next Meeting
Thursday, November 17th, 2022 at the New Castle Senior Center. The meeting will start at 7 pm., with a
program by Jill Kyle-Keith.
Adjourned at 8:45 pm
Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary
•••

BIRTHDAYS for NOVEMBER:

Happy Birthday to Diana DeWalt and Gabrielle Marlow.

OUR PROJECTS

•••
I had a great time yesterday with Leslie and Mary Ellen
at the opening night of Miniaturia. This was my first time
for this event and it was so nice to have experienced “tour
guides”. We ran into Diana and Marion who had been
there since Sunday participating in a four day workshop.
(They will talk about what they learned at our meeting on
the 17th.)
I did leave some $$$ behind with some of the dealers.
Here’s what I scored. Can you guess what my future
project is going to be?
Jane Bailey
A couple of members who received Jane’s email
guessed her project will be the set of “The Golden Girls”.
What does everyone else think?
---

The Calming Blue Cottage
The story behind Angela’s acquisition of this house is almost as good as the story of how it came to be and
its purpose today.
“One day last
summer (2021), my
kids told me that
they saw a dollhouse
at a yard sale and
asked if I wanted it.
When they told me
the price, I said they
should grab it for
me. They got to
talking with the
home owner doing
the yard sale and they learned that she was an FSMC
member! It turns out I inadvertently bought this
dollhouse from Diane Alice Scheuer! I had initially
wanted the house to remake for my friend’s daughter Hannah (She eventually got a different and bigger
house from me), but this house had a different calling.
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A close friend of mine had just graduated with her Masters in Counseling and was going into private
practice and asked for donations of toys for her child clients. I couldn’t pass up the opportunity to gift her a
dollhouse for her young clients to use in their therapy sessions. For child therapists, a dollhouse is a “must
have.” It offers the possibility for a child to stage dramas on an acceptable play stage: a safe and small space
within which to create narratives that somehow parallel and reveal much about their own inner and outer
lives (Scheftel, 2015).
Calming Blue Cottage got a head to toe makeover including the
addition of a window in the living room. I added a bathroom on the 2nd
floor and switched the 1st floor rooms (kitchen and living room). I
spruced up the front yard and added a sandbox and some flowers in the
window boxes. But I didn’t change the exterior color or the house or repaint.
The dollhouse was
kept simple on
purpose. It’s
not electrified,
and it’s meant
to be played
with. The furniture is a combination of scratchbuilt pieces, (the beds, kitchen cabinets), recycled,
and a few new purchased pieces.
I presented this house to my friend in October
2021 and I still enjoy getting updates from her
about how some of her clients play with it. One
that tickled me the most is the little girl who
insists on cleaning up the dollhouse as the first
thing she does at every session. This may be my
most rewarding dollhouse project.”
To read more about how dollhouses are used in therapy:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/evolving-minds/201509/welcome-the-dollhouse
Angela Hunt
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I still have the pin router that was in Marnie's house and was wondering what to do with it. Does any club
member have a use for it? It is intended to cut thin pieces of wood via a pattern. Angie said that it came
from a class that she and Marnie took, and was probably put together by the instructor and is not a
commercial tool. Would anyone else want to try it out to see what it does? I have no use for it.
Lois Weyer

BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY
DON’T FORGET: Anyone who has supplies, kits or
projects to get rid of or is looking for something, please
contact:
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net
Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net
before the 10th of each month to get it put in the
newsletter. Include your email and phone number with a
picture or description.
Thanks everyone,
Angie

Remember: “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures”

Happy Miniaturing!
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