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First State Mini Club Newsletter December 2022 
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720 

 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

Hello Miniaturists, 
     December at last!  Christmas decorations are going up everywhere, but after so many hours spent 
readying ornaments for the Festival of Trees, I feel like the season is already done. 
     Speaking of the Festival of Trees, I can report that our ornaments and trees sold very well this year 
in the face of some stiff competition from the wreath and garland making organizations in the next 
room.  Oh, they had some gorgeous wreaths!  I only had to bring home 12 little orphan ornaments this 
year.  All our trees sold, so kudos all ‘round. 
     I have been asked if I was posting our newsletter on the National or Regional websites, which I have 
not, so I checked on Point of Contact for doing that.  Then someone pointed out that we should have the 
membership vote on whether to publish it more widely than we do, so we should discuss it at the 
December meeting.  We already post the newsletter on our own club website. 

Angie Phillips, President 
••• 

 

FSMC HOLIDAY PARTY 
Thursday, December 15, 2022, 7-9 pm, New Castle Senior Center 

 

     Festive and Fun and FULL OF GOODIES for all the miniaturists and guests, and of course, 
fabulous food! 
     Yes, that describes what’s being planned for our last in person meeting for a while.  Besides a hot 
entrée for dinner, there will be a few fun games; lots of giveaways - (Marnie’s Hallmark dollhouse 
ornaments for everyone to choose from); other holiday items such as door prizes, the traditional gift 
exchange in 1”, ½” and ¼” scales - (bring one $10-$15 gift, wrapped with your name inside, receive 
one); a couple of songs, including for Hanukkah (begins on December 18) and Christmas, and more. 
Feel free to come and bring some food if you weren’t at the last meeting to sign up!  Please notify 
Gabrielle Marlow (gmarlow668@gmail.com, (302) 409-8390.  We could use another salad and more 
dessert choices. 
     So far we’re expecting to dine on:  Crab Dip - Mary Ellen Raun, Fruit and Cheese Tray with 
Crackers - Caroline Schwartz, Meatballs in Sauce - Gabrielle Marlow, Swedish Meatballs - Wanda 
Simons, Potato Salad - Connie Gorman, Cookies - Leslie Shaffner, Dessert - Diane Scheuer, 
Sparkling Beverage (apple/grape) - Angela Hunt, Soda - Debbie Contravo, Rolls - Jane Bailey.  With 
Connie’s help, plates, napkins, cups, utensils – FSMC, but please bring serving pieces if appropriate. 
     HO, HO, HO, See you soon.  Hoping that everyone and their families and friends can enjoy this 
season and all it brings.  FSMC PROGRAM COMMITTEE (Jane, Gabrielle, and Wanda) 
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••• 
 

CLUB FIELD TRIP TO FINGERTIP FANTASIES  
     Eight members of the FSMC (Angela Hunt, Sara Chrisanthon, Diana DeWalt, Marion Hogan, Gabrielle 
Marlow, Sharon Nonn, Wanda Simons, and Jane Bailey) met at the Fingertip Fantasies Miniature Shop on 
a sunny Saturday morning, November 12, in the sleepy little town of Clayton, Delaware.  We explored the 
many mini treasures that the shop offered.  Everyone was thrilled with their purchases, especially me.  I 
found a figurine that, with a little touch up, I hope to turn into Ralph Cramden to spar with Alice in my 
“Honeymooners” room box.           Jane Bailey 
 

The shoppers. (I took the photo) 

Georgia Moore and Alice DeVore (shop owner) were 
our gracious hosts. 

 
Gabrielle came 
prepared with a 
shopping list and a bag 
to carry all her 
purchases. 
 
After a couple of hours 

of intense shopping, 
Leslie Shaffner and 

Mary Ellen Raun met 
us at Sheridan’s Irish 

Pub for a delicious 
lunch.   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
This bears repeating: 
 
   

"The time has come, the Walrus said... to talk of many things.. 
of shoes and ships and sealing wax ...of cabbages and kings...." 

 
Yes, the time HAS come for this 'walrus' to resign from the position of "Donations" and "Estates" as of this 
written notice.   The knees and back are no longer able to withstand the rigors of the job.  The hauling, 
bagging, pricing, hauling again and then storing the unsold items have taken their toll.     
Hopefully, a member will step up and take over - before another phone call comes in from someone wishing 
to donate their treasures to FSMC.   Truthfully, our sale in Claymont should alleviate the workload involved 
- if we should continue having this sale. 
     The position of overseeing the sales tables is also up for grabs after our 2023 show in March. 
     I will still be handling the Sunshine portion of the job so please continue to notify me if any member 
needs a card for any reason. 

DianeAlice Scheuer 
 

 
Someone please volunteer to take over this very important position from Diane, who has more than earned 
the right to rest from her labors in behalf of the club.  The Donations and Estates are a crucial part of our 
Outreach to the general public.  I know it’s a lot of work, having helped (many others) with the disposition 
of Marnie’s miniatures.  Please, let there be some club member or members who are willing to step up.  
Actually, I don’t see why the position can’t be filled by a team instead of an individual. 

Angie 
••• 

OUTREACH 
     Here are 3 pictures from another Girl Scout program, done on November 11th.  This group of ten girls 
chose to make fairy houses. 
     Also, I have donated the Greenleaf Fairfield that we found in Marnie's house to the Friends Home in 

Kennett Square, to be decorated for the seasons in a joint resident/Girl Scout series of workshops.  Some 
girls will visit the home on December 19th to help them with some holiday and winter decorations (snow 
people, cards, trim).  The residents were offered a choice between the half-scale Fairfield and an inch-scale 



First State Mini Club Newsletter                                 December 2022                                     Page 4   
 
 

Duracraft Lafayette that had been donated to us 2 or 3 years ago for this purpose, and they chose the 
Fairfield.  I have now offered the Lafayette for sale on Facebook Marketplace for $40, after I gave it fresh 
wallpaper and some minor repairs.  See its pictures below and tell me if you know of anyone who would 
want it at this point. 

Lois Weyer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

••• 
 

MEETING MINUTES NOVEMBER 17th, 2022 
Attending members:  Debbie Contravo, Diana DeWalt, Connie Gorman, Marion Hogan, Angela Hunt, 
Gabrielle Marlow, Sharon Nonn, Angie Phillips, Mary Ellen Raun, DianeAlice Scheuer, Leslie Shaffner, 
Caroline Schwartz, Wanda Simons 
     Guest:  Lori Metz came with Caroline Schwartz.  She introduced herself:  “I moved to Delaware from 
Western Pennsylvania 30+ years ago.  I knit and crochet, and I want to quilt and take on minis.  I bought a 
1:12 dollhouse at a yard sale.  I am new to it.  I’m trying to get my husband interested to help.  I have 3 
grown boys, a grandson and 2 granddaughters.  My incentive is to make something for them.”   
Business meeting 
     The meeting was called to order at 7:27 by president Angie Phillips.   
Scholarship Committee Report:  Leslie Shaffner 
     The Scholarship Committee had their first 2 recipients, Marion Hogan and Diana Dewalt. They went to 
Philadelphia Miniaturia and took a class with Debbie Young, making complicated Victorian houses in ¼-
inch scale.  They will share some of what they learned for tonight’s program. 
Program:  Diana DeWalt, Marion Hogan 
     They took a class with Debbie Young and are in the process of replicating the John Wesley Inn.  The 
original house is in Cape May, NJ and is part of the Stockton Row Houses.  
Tips and advice: 
     *Know your instructor.  Debbie Young gave everyone a cutting mat, glue, and other items to get started; 
a box full of house pieces and a second box with paints. 
     *Debbie uses real house paint, such as Sherwin Williams or similar.  She got a sample of the paint used 
on the John Wesley house paint and her paint dealer replicated it.  It has a sealer already in it.  
     *All the floors are hand laid piece by piece.  It gives a wonderful end result.  Make sure to stagger them, 
and sand when it’s done and stain it.  Then sand again.  
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     *She used Minwax water-based stain which was nice to work with and dried quickly. They are no longer 
making it, but you might be able to find some in stores or online.  
     *Annie Sloan’s dark wax:  buff floors with it and it gives an aged look.  There is a tool to rough up the 
floor, then use the wax.  
     *Use quilling paper for baseboards.  Can be stained and waxed. 
     *Wallpaper was replicated as close as possible to the original house.  Some Debbie made on the 
computer, others she purchased. 
     *LED lighting method:  Evans Designs is a great source.  They have all sizes of lights for miniatures.  
Call them and they will guide you through your order.  They will call you if they don’t think your order is 
right!  
     *On the house, the lights are under card stock from Staples.  They are so flat they fit under it and you 
barely feel the wires.  The wires will come out 3 corners and there will be corners to cover the wires.  Lights 
will be placed behind the staircases to provide soft glow.  Power sources:  button or AAA battery.  Test your 
lights before putting them in the house. 
     *Recommended Products and Companies: 
Annie Sloan’s dark wax – comes in 3 shades oak, pecan or walnut. 
Minwax water-based stain – might find limited supplies, although they are no longer making it. 
Evandesigns.com – lighting company. 
Program Chair’s Report:  Wanda Simons and Gabrielle Marlow for Jane Bailey 
     Wanda Simons gave a report on the November 12th field trip to Fingertip Fantasies in Clayton, 
Delaware.  Eight members attended, and ten members attended lunch at Sheridan’s Irish Pub afterwards.  
     Wanda reported that Fingertip Fantasies is the only 100% dollhouse store in the state and that the owner, 
Alice DeVore, also has an online presence.  If you tell her you are a member of FSMC, she will give you a 
10% discount.  
     We discussed the December meeting and holiday Party.  A sign-up sheet was passed around for food. 
     Gift exchange – 1” scale – 8 people expressed an interest in participating.  Put your name inside the gift, 
put the scale on the outside. $15 limit. 
     The program committee will come up with activities and please give us your ideas.  Bring Christmas 
miniature centerpieces for the tables.  There will be a Hallmark Dollhouse ornament for everyone. 
     Wanda asked us to think of ideas for tote bag favors for next year’s NAME National Convention, with 
the theme From Sea to Shining Sea. 
Next Meeting: 
Thursday, December 17 at the New Castle Senior Center. 
The meeting will start at 7 pm.  
Program: Holiday Party. 
Adjourned at 8:45 pm 

Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary  
••• 

OUR PROJECTS  
Here is a potential HouseParty Helper for 2024’s "Old Southern 
Charm" theme at the  National Convention.  It’s one of Marnie’s from 
her collection. 
 
BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY 
     DON’T FORGET:  Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to 
get rid of or is looking for something, please contact: 
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net or Angie, 707 290-2786, 
aephllps@atlanticbb.net 
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before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter.  Include your email and phone number with a 
picture or description. 
Thanks everyone, 
Angie 
 
     There are a number of Elvis figurines from Marnie’s stash still waiting for a home, so if anyone wants 
one, (or more), for their project, let me know. 
 
Remember:  “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures” 

Happy Miniaturing! 
 


