First State Mini Club Newsletter February 2022
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Hello Miniaturists!
We had a board meeting this month with many things to discuss, especially about the upcoming show
in April. We are in contact with Marnie’s family to gain entrance to her house to get the show supplies
she keeps there.
Connie Gorman says she needs more items for the Grab Bags. Everyone with something to
contribute, please bring them to the March in-person meeting.
Diane needs displays for the Brandywine Library exhibit to be set up on March 1st. She would like
to highlight SUMMER, i.e. "Gardens", "Outside", "Flower Shop", etc. See her details in the
SUNSHINE section.
We can still do an annual display at the New Castle Library, which was one of Grace’s projects, and
Wanda asks for exhibits for Newark Free Library for month of March and possibly April, too,
depending upon library needs for showcases. Restricted to 10.5” high. PLEASE contact Wanda if you
have anything you could exhibit that will fit!! Then it will be determined if there’s a theme. So far, she
has the possibility of a contemporary hotel room, last year’s kitchen project, two books with minis inside
and would love more.
We have to decide on an idea for our next Annual Project. Please have something to suggest at the
February Zoom meeting so we can vote at the in-person March meeting. Ideas offered so far at the
board meeting have been A Music Room, The Book Nook, An Artist’s Studio, Calendar Months and A
Hotel Room, and stained glass. We need to hear from the rest of the membership. We can repeat ideas
offered in the past that were not chosen before.
The Club Handbook is in need of updating and we will all be assisting along the way. Member
profiles will be an important part of this process.
In an attempt to reach out, support and increase interest in miniatures, we want to discover and
promote anyone with any type of online miniatures shop. Etsy, Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram are
good resources for our members.
Our own Sara Chrisanthon has a website, www.thelittlestthingsminiature.com.
Angela Hunt has a Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/Angelasminiaturemotivation and her
Instagram link is: https://www.instagram.com/miniaturemanifestations/.
Do any of our other members have something similar? Do you know someone else who does, or do
you know a shop that you would like to share with the rest of us? Last month I pointed out a shop
found on Pinterest that sells items for our Book Nook. That link is
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/48906345944285331/.
Angie Phillips, Club President
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Update on Marnie – Her family reports that she is
slowly declining in abilities, “plateauing” from time
to time. They are making the most of this special
time with her and appreciate so much all the cards
and letters and photos from mini friends and others.
She seems to acknowledge each as they are shown
and read to her.
In this photo she's trying on her great-niece's
fashion glasses. What a loving, little girl! She is
blessed to have such a caring family nearby.
Her family will all gather on her birthday, Feb. 13th,
and cards and notes would be great. The board has
sent a card from all of us but the more from
individuals, the better.

Keep ‘em coming, please, to her niece, Tracy Pagel, 538 Olive Ct., St. Louis, MO 63119, 314-497-6624.
NAME State Representative for Delaware REPORT
As many of you know, one of the many, mini hats Marnie had been wearing was Delaware State Rep for
NAME, and I am wearing that one now, myself. One of the duties of that position is inviting Delaware
resident NAME members who are NOT members of a club to connect with a club and enjoy its friendships
and programs, too. Since Delaware only has one NAME-affiliated club, ours, the job is not overwhelming.
Just one of the blessings of many things Delaware: being very small!
So is it with pleasure that I’ll reconnect with former members Monica Graham and Marsha Poling, who
are often dealers at our show, and Carol Gill, all now in Dover, who was a part of the short-lived club in
Millsboro - the last time I saw here was about 20 years ago. Then there’s a newcomer to the list: Judy
Murabito of Seaford to whom I’ll drop a note, also.
What’s unusual about Delaware is that we have seven out-of-state members of our 25—four from
Pennsylvania and three from Maryland!

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES AND DEADLINES
Online Houseparty: February 17-20, “Splintered Fairytales”, Online Registration is needed at
https://create.miniatures.org/OLHPLandingPage.
National Convention: September 1-4, “Winter Wonderland”, Indianapolis. Registration opens on 2/25/22,
(form is on p. 1 of Jan/Feb. Gazette). plan to go; is anyone else considering it? Let’s talk.
NAME’s 50th Anniversary: Being celebrated all year. Our program committee will propose ideas soon.
NAME Day, October 1, is when clubs all over the country will be hosting workshops for assembling and
decorating the special 50th anniversary project that will fit in an 8 x 10 picture frame, and can be used for all
scales to showcase little treasures. See page 7 in the January/February Gazette.
Many, mini regards to all,
Wanda Simons, State Representative

•••

MEETINGS
Our scheduled Zoom meeting for February will be:
Time: Feb. 17, 2022 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82406661258?pwd=WVB2VWdSbDYxemVrRzVtZGtyaE9Rdz09
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Meeting ID: 824 0666 1258
Passcode: 979377
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,82406661258# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,82406661258# US (Chicago)
The February club meeting will include a demonstration/discussion by Wanda of various forms of miniature
rug-making, especially those in these photos:
Left: round with French knots,
rectangle with Bunka thread
(both by unknown makers)

Right: cat in a bowl, a painted floorcloth by Leigh Hill
and a round rug of braided yarn
Left: all made by Wanda, two "rag-look" rugs of
variegated thread on a home-made loom, Oriental rug and
Oriental "scrap pillow" of embroidery thread
Members with examples of other techniques/patterns
are encouraged to show them during the Zoom
meeting. If anyone who won't be ZOOMing can verbally
describe theirs to me, they can be included in the
presentation. There are many online tutorials available;
just Google "dollhouse miniatures rug videos."
We all certainly will be looking forward to in-person
meetings again.
Wanda
The March (in-person) meeting will feature Angela
demonstrating how to make an Easter basket.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Recently, I learned that the Crowne Plaza is currently called "Brandywine Plaza" and will rebranded as a
Best Western at the end of the month. The staff is still the same and our reservation is still intact. The only
problem at this point is that vendors who try to make a reservation for a room need to call the front desk
directly and not try to access them online. They need to do that anyway if they want our show discount.
PS: Diana DeWalt will not be able to attend this year due to a special vacation, so we will need a
substitute to collect attendee money. Pat and Marion have agreed to help, but not handle the money. Let
me know if any of you are interested, please.
Lois Weyer, Treasurer
--The date for setting up our miniature display at the Brandywine Library - 1300 Foulk Rd - Wilmington,
Delaware 19803 has been set for Saturday, February 26th. If you wish to display, please bring your item to
the library at Noon. I'm thinking 'gardens' or 'flowers' or an outdoor scene would be a good topic as we
approach Spring. This is only a suggestion. Feel free to display whatever you wish. So far I have four
outdoor scenes and an herb shop lined up. Items will be removed on Friday, April 1st, at Noon. Remember,
we use the displays at the libraries to advertise our show.
DianeAlice Scheuer, Sunshine Chair
•••
BIRTHDAYS for February:
Happy Birthday to Marnie King, Sara Chrisanthon, Connie Gorman, and Ruth Levin.
•••

OUR PROJECTS
My Mary Tyler Moore Apartment project is coming to a very slow end. I still need a few more wall
hangings, knickknacks, clothes for her closet, and some touch up painting to do, but I thought I’d shoot it off
to the executive board now for a look see. I kept
the walls low so you could get a better view into
the rooms. It came out quite large, but that was
as much space as I needed to fit in all the
furniture.

The Mary Tyler Moore Show debuted in 1970. I was
19, the perfect demographic for that type of comedy. A
single woman “making it on her own”. I loved the show
then and to this day, love it still.
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Here are photos from the show’s set and my
miniature recreation. Although I tried to be as
authentic as possible, I was unable to reproduce or
purchase exact replicas. It’s by no means perfect or
high level, but it’s only for my own enjoyment. I
hope you find it groovy...

Angela made me these clothes for MTM’s closet.
She is very talented.
Jane

•••
Because we are starting to revise the Members’ Handbook, we have decided to post this draft list of
FAMILIAR TERMS DEFINED
FSMC – First State Mini Club (C-150 indicates order of our charter with NAME); we are the only NAME
club in the state.
NAME – National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts, 130 North Rangeline Road, P.O Box 69, Carmel,
IN 46032, (800) 571-6263 or (317) 571-8094. This is the home of a small museum and office that provides
ZOOM access for our meetings and insurance for meetings/show. All FSMC members are members of
NAME.
NAME MISSION – to promote miniatures through education, collecting, and building friendships and
skills through the sharing of experience and ideas.
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MINIATURE GAZETTE – also called “The Gazette”, a bimonthly magazine published by NAME for its
members to showcase the work of members and clubs, promote and report on NAME events, share project
information and plans. It is not in competition with other miniatures magazines.
NAME ON THE WEB – miniatures.org and create.miniatures.org, also a Facebook group.
REGION M-1 – Our region; it includes NJ, NY, PA and Delaware.
REGIONAL COORDINATOR – Appointed by NAME Board of Trustees as liaison between State Reps
and NAME.
STATE REPRESENTATIVE – Chosen by the Regional Coordinator and approved by the Board to be the
liaison between state clubs, individual members and the Regional Coordinator.
NATIONAL CONVENTION – NAME members-only event at which our Annual Business Meeting is
held, as well as workshops, theme luncheons, sales room, exhibit room, round tables, silent auction, and a
live auction. It typically includes a Thursday opening luncheon, Saturday night banquet, and Sunday
brunch. Pre-convention workshops are 1, 2 or 3 day events and sometimes Post-Convention workshops and
tours are also held. Usually in 1” scale, but sometimes “small scales” are the focus. Costumes are optional
for the banquet; learning new skills, having much fun and reconnecting with old friends, as well as making
new ones, are benefits. Recently, 300 – 500 in-person attendees; hoping to return to in-person in September.
REGIONAL HOUSEPARTY – Meeting hosted by a region; attendance is open to all NAME members;
similar activities to convention, except no business is officially conducted. Usually 150 – 250 attendees.
NAME DAY – first Saturday of October, when miniaturists all over work on a special project, using kits
with components cut by a number of cutters using a variety of materials. Kits must be ordered in advance
with deadlines in the summer. Some clubs host NAME Day events for group work. For 2022, the project is
a memory box suitable for use by all scales. See page 7 in January/February Gazette.
STATE DAY – Workshops, roundtables, and sales hosted by a state, but attendance can be from anywhere.
Limited to NAME members.
FUN DAY – same as a State Day without “official registration” for publicity with NAME; it usually
happens with a shorter planning timeframe. FSMC has hosted several Fun Days.
SOUVENIRS – identical commissioned minis given to all at some events. At national conventions and
houseparties, they are made by recognized miniatures artisans and are unveiled at each of the three meals.
HOUSEPARTY HELPERS – raffle items donated by individuals or clubs for raising funds for NAME,
houseparties and conventions. Tickets are 6 for $25. FSMC donated to the last two in-person conventions.
WORKSHOPS – usually projects that take between 1 hour and 1 day or longer to complete.
ROUNDTABLES – kits for little projects sold by their makers to be made in few minutes to an hour;
attendees at events purchase kits ahead of time ($5 each) to make on the spot or later.
MEGA-ROUNDTABLES – take longer and cost more than regular Roundtables. They are available at
national events.
TOTEBAG FAVORS – small inexpensive items received by registrants at conventions and houseparties.
In these “totebags”, miniatures are donated by individuals and clubs. They usually support the theme of the
event, but are not required to. They are donated prepackaged in groups of 50; one for every attendee would
be wonderful. FSMC often donates.
PHILADELPHIA MINIATURIA – a huge mini show and sale, now in Cherry Hill, NJ, with excellent
dealers from all over U.S., and international dealers when allowed. Friday night offers a preview for early
shopping. FSMC exhibits are often shown, as group or individually. (The late owners for many years, Pat
Bauder and Frank Moroz, were members of FSMC as well as several other clubs!)
IGMA – International Guild of Miniature Artisans – members can qualify for Artisan status by committee
review of their work and later, attain the highest honor: Fellow. The Guild holds intensive summer classes
on a variety of miniatures skills; scholarships are available. Many teachers are NAME members, but the
organization is not affiliated with NAME.
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BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY

•••

DON’T FORGET: Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of or is looking for something,
please contact:
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net
Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net
or Joan, 302-379-1094, joanhoyt@verizon.net
before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter. Include your email and phone number with a
picture or description.
Thanks everyone,
Angie
Remember: “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures”

Happy Miniaturing!
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