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First State Mini Club Newsletter July 2022 
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720 

 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

Hello Miniaturists, 
     There is so much to put in this month’s newsletter that I will keep it short here. 
     Wanda and her cohorts have been working hard to help collect Marnie’s miniatures from her house, 
(a four day marathon) and her basement is an Aladdin’s Cave of goodies.  Next we will be sorting, 
classifying, pricing and repairing things.  Some displays had been designated by Marnie to go to NAME 
and to FSMC.  The rest is up to us.  I myself took two boxes of toy horses of all sizes to the San 
Augustine Pony Club and they were very happy to have them for the younger girls. 

Angie Phillips, President 
--- 

We are planning a Zoom meeting on Thursday July 21.  Here is the link: 
Kim Ash is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: FSMC-Lois Weyer 
Time: Jul 21, 2022 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83068760662?pwd=REtHSGVrTjBYWXM1ekl0dWJnSVhnQT09 
Meeting ID: 830 6876 0662 
Passcode: 031491 

••• 
A WONDERFUL CELEBRATION OF OUR FRIEND’S LIFE 
     The Celebration of Life hosted by Marnie (Marilyn) King’s family 
was held June 25th in the “King-Sullivan” room at Wilmington’s Hotel 
du Pont where one of her 3-D printed “MiniMarnies” in 1/12th scale 
plus many large photo collages showed aspects of her life, especially 
with family.  Her prized vest covered with commemorative buttons 
from mostly miniatures events was displayed with a photo  showing 
most of our members who had worked on the 2000 NAME National 
Convention centerpieces co-chaired by Marnie.  
     It was a classy, informal event attended by a number of FSMC 
members: Diane Scheuer, Connie Gorman, Bonnie Kinkaid, Joan 
Hoyt, Debbie Contavo and Wanda Simons.  The family requested 
miniatures centerpieces from her collection for the tables, and on short 
notice, Diane and Wanda produced and packed them from Marnie’s 
home.  The one Marnie made and used in her work as an Occupational 
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Therapist (OT) with patients was a favorite.  Guests were treated to served finger sandwiches, small pastries 
and iced tea. 
     Marnie’s family members spoke about interactions with her over the years, and then a microphone was 
passed around the large room for anyone to share their recollections.  Scores of people spoke, including 
neighbors, former co-workers at (now) Nemours Hospital for Children and younger OTs mentored by 
Marnie.  There were comments by representatives of The New Sweden Centre, Iron Hill Museum and its 
parent, the Delaware Academy of Science, the local stamp club, and family friends, since Marnie and her 
sister grew up and attended schools in Wilmington!  And of course, comments by Wanda representing 
FSMC and NAME.  She used specifics about Marnie’s favorite miniatures and her delight in doing themed 
displays and competitions – all information from several versions of Club Member Profiles in the now out-
of-date Club handbook.  (Yes, we will be working on updating that during the coming year.) 

Wanda Simons 
--- 

     Among the amazing miniatures our “Remove-the-minis-from-Marnie’s-House” team unearthed was a 
room box that I remember contributing to, but not when, of course.  Turns out that it was done in 2000 and 
Marnie King was the chair person for the project!  Stuffed between exterior and interior walls, she carefully 
left two copies of a document giving the 
history of the box, its contents, who 
contributed what, (yes, I made the serving 
table from scratch), and what it represented.  
     It was part of a tradition that FSMC 
hasn’t kept going and we might want to 
consider doing again sometime.  It usually 
involved having a roombox or someone to 
make it and choosing a theme; then a 
chairperson requested donations or money to 
buy specifics.  One or more people were 
involved in decorating and accessorizing 
what had been donated.  Each person who 
donated something to the project had a 
chance to win the box at the club’s Christmas 
Party.  And I think if anyone has old 
newsletters from then, the January or 
February issue 2001, will tell us who won! 
     This box probably has had several owners. 
     Anyone know? 

Wanda Simons 
--- 

MANY, MINI THANKS! 
     Many, mini thanks to our “Remove-the-minis-from-Marnie’s-House” team, fondly called “worker bees” 
and other titles to recognize the incredible task of quickly getting her miniatures that were on display, as 
well as pieces in progress, tools and supplies and parts of old projects, (Philadelphia Flower Show and 
Delaware Art Museum), most of which were found with great delight out of her house!  In the three days 
that Marnie’s sister and husband were still in Delaware as well as parts of two days the previous week when 
Marnie’s nieces were here, countless treasures were found, boxed up, carried up or down stairs, loaded into 
vehicles and transported to where they could be stored until some items could be picked up by the NAME 
representative for Estates; Ann Pennypacker of Pennsylvania, a well-known dealer at our show and in our 
club.  Due to the unique nature of our geography and membership roster, Marnie’s things are currently 
stored in three states!  Larger items are being documented for our own use and to let the family know how 
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much we appreciate their generosity in following Marnie’s legal directive that FSMC receive all miniatures 
after friends and family have had their choices.   
     In alpha order, Worker Bees include Angie Phillips, Connie Gorman, Joan Hoyt, Lois Weyer, Diane 
Scheuer and Wanda Simons.  In addition, Lois’s older son and his daughter helped remove extremely heavy 
items.  Mary Ellen Raun and Leslie Schaffner have volunteered their expertise in sorting.  Others have 
offered help, too, which is appreciated very much; just not right now.  I’ll be in touch. 

Wanda Simons 
 
HELPERS NEEDED FOR BAGGING, PRICING MOSTLY SMALL or MODERATELY PRICED 
ITEMS AND SELLING THEM AT THE UPCOMING CLUB YARD SALE.  A CONTACT PERSON 
IS NEEDED FOR RECEIVING OFFERS OF HELP, SCHEDULING WHEN AND TIMES TO 
WORK AT THE SALE 

••• 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
     Our September 17 yard sale is filling up, with 14.5 reservations for tables at this point, some club 
members and some outside people.  We are charging $25 for a reserved table for outsiders and $20 for club 
members. Several members have chosen to reserve half of a table for a $10 fee.  There will be a NAME table 
and at least one club table.  

Lois Weyer, Treasurer 
--- 

ZOOM MEETING PROJECT DEMO 
     This month, Wanda expects to review the many ways papier maché egg cartons, (not Styrofoam 
cartons), can be used in miniatures.  From ways to make bricks and stone, to those used in realistic corner 
works for buildings or walls, to making molds for doing multiples, we will be building upon egg carton 
instructions that club members received long ago, at least by the 1990s, from Marnie. 
     If you want to try to make some samples during the demo, have on hand some flat egg carton parts, any 
size.  A ruler, cutting mat and X-Acto knife, pencil, a small cardboard box for working on corners, a small 
dish of plain water, Tacky glue, old credit card to spread glue with and anything else YOU think I might 
have forgotten here.  Then tell everyone what you would use it for.  Looking forward to sharing mini secrets 
at our July online meeting. 

Wanda 
--- 

     The FSMC is planning its September meeting to be held in the community room of the Kirkwood 
Highway library at 6000 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE.  This location is more central to our member 
distribution and is free of charge. 
     Some food is allowed.  A projector, screen, and hand-held speaking system are there.  We need to put up 
our tables and put them back again.  A map might be helpful.  Also, the timing is unclear.  It was booked for 
6-9, but I think that the club members need to vote on whether we want to meet at 6, 6:30, or 7. 

Lois 
--- 

Group Tour to the Read House in New Castle 
     Please mark your calendars for SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 
     Plan to arrive at The Read House, 42 The Strand, New Castle, DE, by 10:45 am. Our tour begins at 
11:00 am. We have booked reservations with a deposit, so if you’re unable to attend, please let Jane know by 
August 2, so they can adjust our final payment. The club will be paying this out of Grace’s “fun” money. 
    Jane will check out the parking situation. 
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    We have reserved Jessop’s Tavern’s private dining room for 1:00 pm for a group lunch after our tour. We 
had to guarantee 15 guests to reserve the room at no charge. If we go under 15, we will be charged a $300 
room fee. So, we hope you all will plan to attend the luncheon.  
     Jessop’s Tavern is located at 114 Delaware Street, New Castle. 
     It was suggested that we wear our club shirts. Up to you, of course. 
     Photos are allowed and welcomed on the tour of the house. We should take some at lunch as well, as it 
will make for a great newsletter article...maybe even a NAME  article...         Jane Bailey, Program Chair 

--- 
Pennsylvania miniaturists are planning a “Funday” in October and a project sample and registration info 
will be available at FSMC’s fall mini yard sale, according to Anne Pennypacker.  You don’t have to be a 
Pennsylvanian to go!! Maybe we can get a carpool or two going… 

Wanda Simons, Delaware State Rep for NAME 
 --- 

     Is anyone interested in acquiring past Gazettes?  Early 2000s?  2014,15,16, etc.  The colored pictures in 
these magazines are just wonderful and interesting.  Some are in NAME binders.  Please contact me soon, as 
I am in the 'tossing' mode of operation.  Only interested in the binders?  That’s ok, too. 
dipsodeedee@verizon.net, 302 764-1627                  Thanks, Diane 

••• 
MEETING MINUTES JUNE 16th, 2022 
     Attending members:  President Angie Phillips, State Rep Wanda Simons, Treasurer Lois Weyer, Secretary 
Gabrielle Marlow, Program Coordinator Jane Bailey, Joan Hoyt, Karen Kaminski, Sara Chrisanthon, 
Caroline Schwartz, Heather Stirk. 
     Hello from President, Angie: Any new business? No. 
     Jane, Leslie, and Lois will hold the first meeting of the new Scholarship committee. The meeting will be 
held at the Kirkwood Highway library to check out that location as a possible site for club meetings. Jane 
asked if we change the meeting to Wednesdays due to the library schedule. We can book it for 3 months out 
if we like it. If we cannot get the library, we can go to the Senior Center month-by-month. 
     Lois explained that Kirkwood Highway is located at the mid-point for our members. The scholarship 
committee will try it out, then we can decide. 
     Sara reported that she never heard back from the person who wanted us to look at her mother-in-law’s 
miniatures (in Downingtown). She wants to sell the estate, not donate it, just wanted our advice. It is 
Diane’s job to evaluate items. She is our Estates person. She’s been doing it for years. Wanda will ask Diane 
if she has already met with her or talked to her.  
     Wanda reported on Marnie’s Memorial and house cleanup. 
     Gabrielle - demo of basic Poodle Skirts; chellywood.com, free patterns and instructions for doll clothes. 
     Other ideas – pompoms for poodles, collars and chains. Make skirt out of felt to avoid having to hem. Use 
glue instead of sewing.  
     Status of plant kits: Lois reported that she has them. We will hand them out at the September meeting.  
Program committee:  
     July - Paper Egg carton building by Wanda. Have glue, cutting tool, paper egg cartons to participate 
along with her. Wanda will have photos for the newsletter.  
     August – Wanda light weight building using foam core. 
     September – House plant kits. 
     Mugs – Starbuck’s logos by Angie, other ideas? Epoxy to fill with “coffee”? 
Show and Tell:  Angie is painting George’s last carousel horse. Joan shared a king-sized quilt she made for a 
wedding present and a baby quilt she made for her grandson. Lois sold the Lundby house and another house 
has a possible buyer. Angie shared a clock case she made into a mirror backed display case. 
Adjourned at 8:06 pm. 

Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary 
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••• 
BIRTHDAYS for JULY: 
     Happy Birthday to Joann Conaway and Angela Hunt. 

 ••• 
OUR PROJECTS 
     I have been renovating/finishing an old Greenleaf "Arthur" dollhouse that was found in Marnie's 
basement in poor and incomplete condition.  It dates back to Bob and Jean Barnes, who were club members 

many years ago.  Based on notes found in the house, the club had 
intended to fix it up and 
sell it or raffle it for the 
benefit of the club, but 
no-one finished it and 
somewhere along the line 
it got water-stained and 
damaged.  I had to 
remove the wallpaper 
shown in the picture 
because it was stained 
and there was some mold 
under it.  Its electrical 

tape system works fine though.  I am attaching "before" pictures, but I haven't gotten far enough to produce 
an "after" picture.  This is not the same Greenleaf "Arthur" that Marnie had purchased and decorated herself, 
but a second one of the same model. 

Lois 
--- 

     I last reported that I was working on painting 
George’s carousel horse for him.  We had agreed on 
a blue roan, which I show here.  After trying and 
rejecting a couple of color schemes for the saddle and 
accoutrements, I completed the horse as shown here, 
to George and Lucille’s satisfaction.  He repaid me 
with a gift of a small unpainted horse he had carved 
long ago.  I 
haven’t 
chosen a color 
for it yet but I 
do love 
buckskins. 
Angie 

 
 

     While clearing out Marnie’s minis, we found this nice leaded glass 
conservatory.  I proposed to Wanda that we work on it as a club to 
offer to NAME as a memorial to Marnie in time for the next Annual 
Convention.  I have been setting aside plants and plant supplies while 
going through Marnie’s collection and have had thoughts about 
building a base for it to sit on.  If we agree to use it in this way and 
not just put it up for sale in the Yard Sale, I can bring the plant 
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supplies for anyone who wants to contribute to the project.  Marnie had some brass plant leaves, British, I 
think.  Some were already given a base coat of green paint and I have a can of green spraypaint to start the 
others. 
     I will bring it up for a vote at the next zoom meeting. 

Angie 
BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY 
     DON’T FORGET:  Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of or is looking for something, 
please contact: 
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net 
Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net 
before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter.  Include your email and phone number with a 
picture or description. 
Thanks everyone, 
Angie 
 
Remember:  “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures” 
Happy Miniaturing! 


