First State Mini Club Newsletter September 2022
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Hello Miniaturists,
Okay, so, I have been spending a lot of time in my basement trying to put prices on Marnie’s minis
for the yard sale. I hope I have done a reasonable job; the best and most expensive had already been set
aside by those who know more about such things than I do. I have tried to strike a balance between
making money and just getting things sold; time will tell.
We have been given a whole new miniature estate by Sue Ann Foster of Bel Air, MD, who is unable
due to health issues to sell them herself at our yard sale. Leslie has offered to go pick up everything and
try to prep it for the sale.
We had a great time at the Read House tour and the lunch
afterward at Jessup’s Tavern in New Castle. The house and
garden are impressive, with much to see and enjoy, worth a trip
even without the dollhouse - the focus of our club’s interest.
Angela wrote up a quick synopsis of the main house’s history:
George Read Sr. was an established statesman who was a signer of the
Declaration of Independence, a senator and a Supreme Court Justice. His
son, George Read Jr., built this house because he assumed that he would
follow in his father’s footsteps and become a lifelong politician who would
need to have a grand home to host dignitaries. Well, Junior ran for office
three times and never won anything. It’s said it was because of his
personality. In any event he used his father’s connections and name to have
this house built largely on credit. He had 7 children and died penniless
because of the debt he incurred building this house, the largest and most
opulent home in Delaware at the time.
The dollhouse is the Archibald Alexander
Miniature House, a recreation of another house in
New Castle, as it would have appeared 200 years
ago.
There are 6 main rooms with a 3 room annex at
the back of the house. When we saw it, only a
couple of the rooms were furnished, but members
who taken the tour in the past said it had once been
fully furnished. We assume everything is just out
for a good cleaning.
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Lunch at the
tavern was also a
treat, only a very
short walk from
the Read House.
We had a room
to ourselves,
even if it was a
bit snug.
We all agreed
that this was a
good way to use
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May’s legacy and that we want to do more tours like this. A visit to Deborah Contravo’s mother’s house in
New Jersey has been suggested. She has a house full of miniatures and gives tours to groups so it sounds
like a good prospect. Any other ideas and suggestions, everyone?
Angie Phillips, President
•••

STATE REP RAMBLINGS....
While I wasn't able to get to the Indianapolis Convention at summer's end, I hope that a couple of our
members did make it. I have been recuperating from my surgery and am feeling better each day. The well
wishes from so many members and the official one from FSMC via DianeAlice all bring joy to me and give
an extra burst of energy to help me want to get back to my normal self. Being lazy and taking long
afternoon naps are not where I want to be for much longer! And less than a week after the end of
Convention, I was thrilled to receive my official souvenirs and totebag favors and whatever else might have
been sent by Kim Ash, our wonderful contact at NAME's national office. The box will be opened on my
birthday in a couple of days! What a treat it will be.
If you were like me and ignoring details about the 2023 NAME convention, I recently noticed that
the location will be Hyannis, MA not Providence, RI. A little further for us, but still a good location for the
theme, "From Sea to Shining Sea." I am hoping to go and hope some of you who've never been to a
convention before or for a long time will find it possible to go.
Did you see the tribute to Marnie in the new Gazette? I hope yours has come or will be coming very soon.
It does have an error (due entirely from my faulty memory) about the number of mini centerpieces for the
2000 national convention chaired by Marnie and me, that many of our club members had a hand in
making...dressing dolls, painting woodwork, draping and puddling fabric, making pedestals and ferns for
them, putting together the multi-level mirrored CD platform, painting and installing turntables, brickwork,
and accessories... Each had a newly minted Delaware quarter on it, too. In short, we oversaw the making of
over 100 1" centerpieces and the extras were sold to benefit NAME. It never could have happened without
the willing labor and creativity of our club members. Thank you again to all who helped back then and to
those who aren't with us anymore. Marnie's sister and family in St. Louis do stay in touch and would
appreciate any information about the 1/12th scale Civil War Medicine wagon/ in an ancestor's doctor's
bag or any other historic background about their family history. Please get any details you can share to me
by November 1 and I'll pass them along. Marnie's townhouse will be put on the real estate market "asap"
according to the family after being emptied and cleaned. I believe there will be a local (?) auction of nonminiature items sometime. I'll let you know details as I learn them.
Wanda Simons, State Rep to NAME
•••

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This month’s meeting is on
September 14 (Wednesday) at the
Kirkwood Library on Kirkwood
Highway. We have the room from 69pm. We’ll probably start at 6:30ish.
* I have just received a message from
the NC Senior Center. We will be able
to meet there on Thursday October
20th. Our November meeting place is
to be decided yet depending on the
members' choice and the availability of
the library room.
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--ONE LAST ASK -- Re: New Castle County’s Delaware Hospice FESTIVAL OF TREES. According to
publicity, it will be November 18-20 at Brantwyn Estate, 600 Rockland Rd., Wilmington, 19803. Same
location as the last several years. I hope many of you will go to support this non-profit that brings so much
comfort to patients and families at the end stages of life.
It’s important to factor in that we have left-over merchandise from last year, especially vignettes
decorated on a base (with tree, gifts, toys, etc., but no covers or boxes to take them home in) and some nice,
large tree ornaments. This
year Caroline has found some
inexpensive smaller ball
ornaments that need seasonal
décor inside. Your help in
taking one or two to do in
September would be
appreciated. BUT MOST
OF ALL, the club needs
someone to help Jane Bailey bring past years’ donated raw
materials to our September meeting for volunteers to take
and USE creatively. Perhaps it could be a several person
activity, splitting the work between (1) ingathering at our
OCTOBER meeting of items as well as (2) overseeing
tagging and pricing, as well as (3) setting up on Thursday,
November 17 at Brantwyn and (4) taking down any remaining merchandise and storing it till the following
year. In the past we haven’t had to sit with or sell the items, as visitors bounce around the sales rooms,
choose items and take them to any one of a number of cashiers.
If our Kent and Sussex County members would like to have some of last year’s merchandise for their
Hospice events, I think that could be arranged, too.
Wanda
*(OK, I will be point person on the Festival, since I had so much fun making dome vignettes last year
and have been working with some of Marnie’s supplies for this year. I have several boxes of her decorations
I am bringing to the September meeting for everyone to use for the festival…. Angie.)
--“MiniCon in Vegas”
As club president, I received this email
from Lisa Hicks, president of the
International Market of Miniature
Artisans announcing their upcoming show
and sale in Las Vegas, Nevada next
February. I was not aware of this
organization, but that’s not saying much.
They had their first show in 2020 and were
sidelined by Covid but are having another
one in 2023. If anyone is interested, let me
know and I will forward the entire email to
you.
Angie
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•••

MEETING MINUTES AUGUST 17th, 2022

Attending members: President Angie Phillips, State Rep Wanda Simons, Treasurer Lois Weyer, Program
Coordinator Jane Bailey, Secretary Gabrielle Marlow, Joan Hoyt, Sara Chrisanthon, Caroline Schwartz,

Diane de Walt, Heather Stirk, Sharon Nonn.
Business meeting
Angie opened the meeting with a welcome to all.
We approved the minutes from the last meeting.
Everyone thanked Jane for planning the New Castle trip, which was a great success.
Sara reported that the Dollar Tree has expanded their craft supply section.
Program
Caroline demonstrated her miniature dollhouse for the dollhouse.
Tips:
• Foamboard is too thick, cardstock too thin. Fine corrugated cardboard
worked well.
• Be careful not to use too much glue.
• Windowpanes were made from tacky glue
smeared on a plastic lid, allowed to dry then
peeled off. The mullions were drawn in the
windows.
• Gesso the entire house to fill gaps.
• Use molding across the top to keep the roof
closed.
• Portico is made from layers of cardboard.
• Hinges are made from ¼” grosgrain ribbon.
• Drapes are made from ribbon.
Caroline will email her pattern at your request.
New Business
Lois has applied for non-profit status for purchasing stamps which will save money in the future.
Hospice Festival of Trees: A point person is needed to manage the event for the club and set-up our
display. It is held at Brantwyn, across from the duPont Country Club. Set-up for the event is the Thursday
before Thanksgiving.
Smaller bulbs that can fit on a tree are needed. Caroline offered to purchase them for the club. Angie
and Lois will bring Christmas décor for the bulbs to the September meeting. The bulbs need to be
completed by the October meeting. Jane has boxes of items we have already made.
Yard Sale:
Lois gave a Yard Sale update. 29 tables have been sold. This will cover the cost of the space rental. We
also spent $600 for postcards announcing the sale. Lois has the list of everyone who has purchased a table,
including 2 other clubs. We will have a table for new membership sign-up. There will be signage to
encourage walk-ins. The location will set up the tables for us. We can arrive as early as 8 am.
Show and Tell
Lois showed us a ½” scale Greenleaf house which was built as a seaside house, is fully furnished and has
3 sides. She asked what to do with it and it was agreed it should be sold at the show. She also said a friend
of hers will be bringing the keystone house to the show.
Angie showed us the carved horse George gave her as a thanks for painting his other horses.
Lois showed us a tiny house with 1/144 furniture. This tiny furniture is available online, on eBay and at
shows.
Sharon showed a baby sweater she knitted.
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Next Meeting
Wednesday, September 14th
The meeting will be held at the Kirkwood Highway library. We have the room reserved from 6 – 9 pm.
The meeting will start at 7 pm. We have to put up the tables.
Program: NAME flowerpot kits. Bring paints and glue.
Adjourned at 8:15 pm
Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary
•••

BIRTHDAYS for JULY:
Happy Birthday to Deborah Contravo, Pat Deverell, Karen Kaminski, and Wanda Simons.
•••

OUR PROJECTS

While going through box after box of Marnie’s collection,
organizing and pricing items for the yard sale, I was struck by
this one single item – a bundle of 12 miniature doilies, 6 circles
in 2 rows of 3 circles each. What was so startling about them
was the label, “Handmade in French Indochina”. Ernie
assured me that Vietnam and the rest of that part of the world
has not been called French Indochina since at least 1947 so
where Marnie acquired these tiny crocheted is a mystery. My
first thought was that they belong in a museum. I consulted
with Wanda and Lois about them and Wanda advises that we
return them to Marnie’s sister Margie along with the Doctor’s Office and Buggy display that is currently
sitting in my basement along with all those boxes and boxes of Marnie’s minis awaiting new homes.
--I recovered a lantern, I guess you could call it, from Marnie’s stash that had a broken glass panel in the
back. I replaced it with a piece of mirror plex, and added some flowers I had bought at our last show. A
couple of arrangements I
put together from
punched paper and one
of the others I had to
paint to match the pink
color scheme. I am
surprised at how much I
really like this since pink
is not really my favorite
color.
On that note, blue is
my favorite and I have a
project in the works that
involves a completely
blue room from the
Palazzo Castelluccio in
Noto, Sicily, that I saw
in a magazine. Actually,
it’s all still in my head at
the moment, waiting for
me to get the blue silk for the walls and upholstery from Jo Ann Roberts at our next spring show. I’ll also
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be shopping for appropriate furniture so if anyone comes across something similar, let me know. Of course,
it will only be based on this photo, not an accurate replica, but still…
Angie

•••

BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY
DON’T FORGET: Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of or is looking for something,
please contact:
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net
Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net
before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter. Include your email and phone number with a
picture or description.
Thanks everyone,
Angie
Remember: “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures”

Happy Miniaturing!
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