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First State Mini Club Newsletter January 2023 
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720 

 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

Hello Miniaturists, 
     I hope everyone has had a pleasant holiday and is ready to get back to mini work.  It’s another year, a 
fresh start, a new challenge and a “do-over” for those who need it.  We have our March show to plan 
for, the NAME annual convention to look forward to and a year-long project to invest our time in.  I’ve 
had rather a rough, few days – my laptop went completely black on me.  It’s been at the Apple store in 
the mall for a couple of days.  After running extensive diagnostics, they decided that the only cure was 
to install a new OS, so I have spent this afternoon reinstalling a bunch of stuff.  Oh, how I want to get 
back to just playing with my minis. 
     I was considering entering my blue room project, (that I haven’t started yet), in NAME’s Year-long 
Challenge.  Is anyone else planning on entering? 
     On the 50’s project, I know I have told several people that since I have no connection to the classic 
soda shoppe image of the 50’s, I intend to do a movie from the period instead.  My choice is “Roman 
Holiday” from1952, set in my favorite city on earth.  So, guess what?  Regal Theaters is doing a special 
showing of “Roman Holiday” for its 70th anniversary so I will be able to see it on the big screen at the 
end of this month. 

Angie Phillips, President 
••• 

Zoom Meeting Links 
January link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86475166726?pwd=RUExdnVyWURRWmdKK0s4SVFnVW9WUT09 
 

February link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86891169041?pwd=Q2JKeWZ1YnRmSUlNZmZ1dHAvUTlHdz09   

 
••• 

MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 29th, 2022 
 

Attending members:  Leslie Schaffner, Mary Ellen Raun, Diane Scheuer, Connie Gorman, Gabrielle 
Marlow, Jane Bailey, Sara Chrisanthon, and Wanda Simons.  We expected 4 others but last-minute 
cancellations were Debbie Contravo, who missed a bus connection; Caroline Schwartz, who was sick; 
Jill Kyle-Keith with her sick son; and Joan Hoyt from pain.  Many others had already let us know their 
plans that they wouldn't be able to come. 
     Lois: The group agreed to the March 2 meeting that Wanda proposed, whether zoom or in person; 
all are concerned by the low dealer response so far.   
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     Some took the hutches to decorate.  Wanda 
has the rest. 
     We ate well, laughed a lot, received Marnie's 
little treasures via raffles and random gifts 
(wrapped 1" gift boxes and 1 small item).  The 
primary raffle item - a Mary VanderDussen 
Christmas cake, was received by Diane, who was 
thrilled.  Everyone (except Diane who has a 
collection already) picked a Hallmark house. 
     I wished Tiffany Happy New year and told 
her we would be ZOOMING January and Feb. 

Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary  
--- 

DIANE'S DELIGHT -- DianeAlice Scheuer was winner of the grand 
prize raffle at our holiday party: a Christmas cake by Mary 
VanderDussen of Diminutive Delicacies and former active member of 
our club.  The cake was from Marnie King's collection. 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
••• 

 

DE STATE REP REPORT 
 

     You’ve already heard about Hyannis, MA and the next (2023) national convention for our parent NAME 
organization (National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts), and you’ll hear more as plans unfold for its 
“From Sea to Shining Sea” theme. 
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     I’m going to be registering to represent our club and state of Delaware and surely hope that health 
doesn’t waylay me again this year as it did last year.  I hope that some of our club members will be planning 
to go and will register between now and January 20th to be considered first day postmarked.  Thereafter is 
also a possibility.  Watch your Miniature Gazette or online to see where the registration form can be found.  
Information is already available with class prices and photos online for classes as of January 9th.  However, I 
found the website difficult to use when trying to scroll through it.  It’s early, so I’m sure that will be fixed.  I 
saw a number of relatively inexpensive classes available that will fill fast, but you cannot sign up for classes 
until you’re registered.  But you can dream!  And save money for it.  As I see it, it will cost around $1,000 to 
attend if staying in the convention hotel.  Sharing a room and the costs of driving would cut the price, of 
course.   
     Ideas and prototypes of possible items for the club to make “Tote Bag Favor” donations are still welcome.  
I have been wondering if a weathervane with a rooster design, laser cut, might be an answer for a not very 
labor intensive, but appreciated favor, as the rooster is a universal symbol of the sunrise, and the Blue Hen is 
our state bird.  I have lots of info on weathervanes that I collected for another purpose, so it could be 
educational, too.  But it’s not a done deal yet, so if you have an idea, do present it.  What would you suggest?  
     The NAME website shows a “Mini Mag Index” by Kendra Sechovec covering many decades and 11 
magazine titles, so I would appreciate if members who know they have been “in” a magazine would check to 
see if they can find their own work listed and let me know the details.  Thanks, all.   
     I’m looking forward to another year of creativity, fun and good times with our multi-state membership.  
Stay warm, be good, stay well. 

Wanda Morris Simons, DE State Rep 
 

   ••• 
 
SHOW COORDINATOR REPORT   

     I was unable to rent our facility for Thursday, March 2nd and so I scheduled Wednesday the 1st 
instead.  I know that conflicts with some of your other meetings, but I'm hoping that most of you can come 
then.  March 9th is too close to the show date, and I am usually putting together the last-minute floor plan, 
drawing, and printing and stapling the handouts, printing the vendor nametags and signs, etc. that last week 
before the show. 
     So, at this point we will have Zoom meetings on January 19 and February 16, an in-person meeting on 
March 1st, and possibly another in-person Meeting on March 16, after the show. 

Lois Weyer, Show Coordinator 
 

   ••• 
 

EXCITING JANUARY PROGRAM FOR FSMC - SEEKING UFOs 
     Everyone has heard of UFOs, those unidentified flying objects that shoot across the sky or hover over the 
landscape, but if you haven’t heard of “mini UFOs”, here’s your introduction.   They don’t fly; they just sit 
and sit…immobile. 
     If you’ve ever started a project you didn’t finish, took a class that took more than allotted time and you 
never picked it up again, started a make-and-take that looked so simple; then you surely have a few mini 
UFOs stashed in your house in a bag, box or closet. 
     To help you rid yourself of these pesky mini problems, the FSMC January ZOOM meeting program will 
be devoted to dealing with them.  How?  Our ZOOM attendees will do a participatory conversation.  This is 
how it will work: the program committee will moderate the free-for-all of everyone wanting to participate!  
First, the owner shows-and-tells background of the unfinished project, then answers a few questions about 
what’s keeping them from finishing.  Finally, the owner learns of other members’ similar issues and how they 
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solved them, or plan to, and when.   (Basically, making a New Year’s Resolution.)  Then we’ll move onto the 
next person’s UFO.  We should have time to do 10 or more if we are prepared ahead of time. 
     For example, just to get the conversation going, I’ll be showing and discussing an unfinished class project 
begun in 2001 and taught by a well-known teacher at Philadelphia Miniaturia.  Beforehand, (1) I’ll check 
what parts and pieces I have always had and anything accumulated for the project since beginning 
(inventory); (2) be thinking about why I never finished (roadblocks); (3) what it will take to get me moving on 
it again (peer pressure); (4) suggestions from other members (peer input/support); AND (5) when I might try to 
have it finished (realistic deadline).  You will be asked to answer the same questions, so you can prepare in 
advance.  
     To give us an idea of how much time to allot to each UFO, please let a committee member know ahead of 
time that you plan to ZOOM with us.  Anyone not able to be with us at the meeting can let us know details 
of your UFO project and the ZOOMers can discuss it, too, with or without a photo or two, and then 
someone on the committee will get back to you soon. 
     Now that 2023 is here, let’s get those UFOs out of the bags, boxes and closets and get to work! 

Program Committee: Jane Bailey, Chair; Gabrielle Marlow and Wanda Simons 
 

   ••• 
 

OUTREACH 
 

Girl Scout troop 41221/433 visited the 
Kennett Square Friend's assisted living home 
on December 19 to help residents decorate a 
Fairfield house that had been donated by the 
FSMC.  The girls and residents added puffy 
snow to the house, made cotton-ball snow 
people, and lit a Christmas tree.  The house 
came from Marnie's collection originally. 
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--- 
      We have just completed another Girl Scout program.  A group of 16 Daisies and Brownies from two 
Kennett Square troops learned about our hobby and created fabulous fairy garden scenes, complete with 
tiny fairies. 

Lois Weyer, Troop Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROJECTS 

     I built a gingerbread house from a kit with my niece and nephew who visited 
us between Christmas and New Year.  That’s as close to working on miniatures 
that I have been able to do for a while.  Ha! 

Angie Phillips 
••• 

BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY 
     DON’T FORGET:  Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of 
or is looking for something, please contact: 
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net  

or Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter.  
Include your email and phone number with a picture or description. 
Thanks everyone, 
Angie 
Remember:  “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures” 

Happy Miniaturing! 


