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First State Mini Club Newsletter February 2023 
New Castle Senior Center, 400 South Street, New Castle, DE 19720 

 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
 

Hello Miniaturists, 
     I read an article on the CNN website this morning about how the US State Department is changing 
the font it uses in all its communications from Times New Roman, (which I have always disliked 
anyway, speaking as a retired graphic designer), to a sanserif font called Calibri, (which I dislike even 
more), because it is more easily read by people with dyslexia and other reading disabilities, including 
aging eyes like so many of our membership.  So, since the federal government thinks it’s a good idea, I 
should at least ask our readers if they would prefer a different font or, at least, a larger text size for our 
newsletter.  This is Cochin 12 point, the font I have been using.  This is Cochin 14 point.  As far as a 
sanserif font goes, my preference is for Gill Sans; this is 12 point. 
     Let me know if it matters to any of you at all.  So that you can read the article that made me address 
this issue, here is the link to that article: 
https://www.cnn.com/2023/02/06/health/font-change-state-department-wellness/index.html 
     I am still waiting to hear from members who would like to display some of their work at the Newark 
Public Library along with Wanda and myself.  Haven’t decided on a date yet so, please contact one or 
the other of us.  You have time still to make a decision, thanks. 
     I haven’t gotten many photo submissions for the newsletter at this point in time, so FAIR 
WARNING:  I will have to post cat and horse photos if I don’t get more content for this newsletter. 

   (Oh, wait, there’s 
this one that I didn’t 

put in last month, 
sorry.) 

 
     Please do not 
forget, everyone, 

that DianeAlice is retiring from being our Yard Sale Chairperson 
and we NEED someone or some team to volunteer to take her 
place or we will lose our yard sale, which is a very popular part of 
our annual show. 
     We need to decide this month about what tote bag favor we 
want to send to the annual NAME convention.  I like Wanda’s 
idea of a Blue Hen weathervane.  It says Delaware better than the 
other idea presented so far. 

Angie Phillips, President 
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••• 
Zoom Meeting Links 
February link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86891169041?pwd=Q2JKeWZ1YnRmSUlNZmZ1dHAvUTlHdz09   

••• 
Minutes for January 19th, 2023 
Attending members:  Diana DeWalt, Jill Kyle-Keith, Gabrielle Marlow, Sharon Nonn, Angie Phillips, 
Caroline Schwartz, Leslie Shaffner, Wanda Simons, Heather Stirk, Lois Weyer. 
Business meeting 
     The meeting was called to order at 7:07 by President Angie Phillips.  Minutes from the last meeting were 
approved.  
New business 
     It was announced that we will vote on new club officers at the May meeting.  
     Our Newark Library display could be updated. Angie will look for volunteers to help and come up with a 
date to do this.  
     Lois Weyer reported on the status of the March 12th Show & Sale: 32 of 50 tables have been filled.  
Marnie’s items can go to the next yard sale in September if we want to hold one. We’ll have a 
NAME/FSMC table at the March show.  
     We will be having an in-person meeting before the show on Wednesday, March 1. 
Wanda Simons, State Representative’s Report  
     Read the last newsletter for the most recent report. 
     Wanda and Gabrielle are going to the National Convention. Connie is looking for a ride, and Leslie and 
Mary Ellen are possibly going.  
     Tote bag favors ideas: 

* Angie has Marnie’s fishing rods kits.  
* Something based on the coast-to-coast interstate highway system – maybe luggage with a map.  
* Laser-cut weathervane with a Delaware Blue Hen. The club members would paint and glue them.  

     We need to decide by May. Wanda would like us to make 100 or more favors. 
Wanda Simons for Jane Bailey, Program Chair’s Report:  
     Next year’s project ideas – The club could provide an item to start with. The public seemed to like this in 
the past. 
     Ideas: Closet, children’s book – Wizard of Oz or other, She-Shed.  
     Members were asked to come up with ideas for next month’s meeting. We’d like to decide on the project 
before the March show and sale so members could shop for project items at the show. 
     Program ideas? Book nooks – could we have someone come in to show us how to work with the lighting? 
Wanda will ask Ann Pennypacker about this. 
Wanda Simons for Jane Bailey, Program:  
     UFOs – Unfinished Objects:  

* Lois shared her Book Nook – Working on making an infinity path with mirrors and lights. Using 
mirrors makes the rocks look like they keep going. It will be an outdoor scene, and she will add greenery, 
trees, bushes. 2 mirrors are parallel to each other. You look in and do not see yourself but see the repeating 
scenery. By when will you finish it? By the summer.  

* Jill shared a Tudor bed she bought online - Found upholstery fabric she likes for the bed and is 
working on covering it.  She bought a shed, coir to make a thatched roof and items to fill the shed. By when 
will you finish it?  No date, it can go on forever. When it’s filled, it will be done.  

* Gabrielle shared her Book Nook – a room box, Dreaming of Spring. By when will you finish it? To 
give to her mother on Mother’s Day. 
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* Wanda shared a ¼-inch Monet’s house from a 2001 Sue Herbert class. Diana is hung up on the same 
project. Wanda has 8 packs of items to go with it. Health became an issue, and other projects came along. 
Don’t need to finish it just because it’s here. Taking inventory, there’s not a lot I need to do. I could do this.  
The hold-up – ¼-inch was unfamiliar.  It was more difficult to deal with. By when will you finish it?  By the 
end of program year, June 1 or so, to have the house finished, not furnished. 

* Leslie shared a small house by Debbie Young she got for Christmas that is not furnished yet. 
* Angie showed part of her 1950s project, the movie Roman Holiday movie – She used 3 columns from 

Marnie’s items.  
Next Meeting 
Thursday, February 16 – via ZOOM.  The meeting will start at 7 pm.  
Program:  Ideas and voting for next year’s project. 
Adjourned at 8:55 pm 

Gabrielle Marlow, Secretary  
••• 

DE STATE REP REPORT 
 

     Opportunities you might want to check out! 
     If you have never looked into what our National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts NAME's "create 
site" -- https://createminiatures.org -- has to offer, you are missing one of the best benefits of being a national 
member.  There are free tutorials as well as some mini classes and kits that have nominal fees... and there are 
monthly opportunities for you to share photos of YOUR VERY OWN CREATIONS!  The February 
theme has to do with sharing your favorite event or place that you have made in miniature.  Just send a 
photo to carolyneiche@verizon.net with a short description of the whys and hows of your creation and 
eventually it will appear on the create.org website.  The volunteers request patient waiting as they expect 
many submissions.  In the meantime, though, you will be sent a mini token of appreciation. 
      And if you'd like to teach a class on ZOOM, there is a tutorial to help.  Peruse it and apply if you'd like 
to share your skills and knowledge.  For example, there's a clock made of a tuna fish can that holds a 
charming miniature.  NAME member creativity is boundless! 
      Then there is a link to the renowned Thorne Rooms in the Chicago Art Institute and a ZOOM link for a 
2:00 p.m., Feb. 11 talk by the author of five books about the 68 rooms in miniature that show many historic 
architectural and furnishings styles in that museum.  I have the books and read them all and absolutely love 
the stories of how two middle school children are able to shrink themselves down to 1/12th scale in order to 
enter rooms and explore them.  They were brought to the attention of FSMC by a teacher at Wilmington 
Montessori School as she asked for help from us for developing lessons about the historical styles of 
architecture for her students.  It was very rewarding to work with very motivated students.  We taught them 
about scale, paints and glues, as well as safe ways to use X-Acto knives and box cutters in a school setting 
(imagine that in most schools today!), and how to construct simple furnishings.  We met with the students 
weekly for about a month and they turned out some amazing work.  By now those students are probably in 
college or graduated, but I know we volunteers loved working with them. 

Wanda Simons, DE State Rep 
   ••• 

SHOW COORDINATOR REPORT   

     As of today, we have 34 tables filled and 20 vendors.  Three more vendors have responded to my 
reminders, and intend to sign up shortly.  I still need to check with a few.  We have several new vendors, 
some very different types.  Our postcards and Mailchimp emails have gone out, and several other publicity 
efforts have been made.  We should have a good and especially interesting show.  All vendors are listed on 
our website, under "More”. 

Lois Weyer, Show Coordinator 
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   ••• 
 

AND A GOOD TIME WAS HAD BY ALL 
 

     A special thank you goes to Gabrielle 
Marlow for hosting our first lunch/UFO 
mini work time that was such a success that 
those present want to continue these small 
get- togethers with a simple meal 
(soup/stew/fruit...) and lots of time to get 
better acquainted while working on our 
unfinished projects, some of which will be 
finished soon.  Leslie Schaffner referred to 
the event as, "putting the jumper cables on 
our unfinished projects"!  Mary Ellen Raun 
called it "motivation to get going on projects". 

     We look forward to having several people who are unable to 
come at the last minute to join us in the future and will welcome 
all who want to participate.  It would be great if we could have 
several groups offering a variety of dates and times to meet in 
groups of four to six or so.  Let Wanda or Gabrielle know your 
thoughts, please, by or at the February meeting. 
     And then, Wanda is still open to receiving ideas for making 
inexpensive tote bag favors for the national convention.  Again, 
the deadline is February ZOOM meeting.  Guidelines that came 
with registration material for the convention state that the 
favors do not have to reflect the year's theme. 

Program Committee: Jane Bailey, Chair; Gabrielle Marlow and Wanda Simons 
   ••• 

 

OUTREACH 
 

     Here is the latest group of Girl Scouts completing the 
FSMC's Miniaturist badge (February 7).  These are 6th and 

7th graders from Unionville, with 16 creators with wonderful imaginations and good with glue guns. 
Lois Weyer, Troop Leader 
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••• 
BUY/SELL/SWAP/GIVEAWAY 
     DON’T FORGET:  Anyone who has supplies, kits or projects to get rid of or is looking for something, 
please contact: 
Lois, 610-368-4038, lweyer2@verizon.net  
or Angie, 707 290-2786, aephllps@atlanticbb.net before the 10th of each month to get it put in the newsletter.  
Include your email and phone number with a picture or description. 
Thanks everyone, 
Angie 
Remember:  “Only Through Sharing Can We Really Enjoy Our Treasures” 

Happy Miniaturing! 


